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Directors’ Report 
for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 
 
The Directors present herewith their Annual Report and Audited Financial Statements of The World Markets Umbrella 
Fund plc (the “Company”) for the financial year ended 31 January 2025. The Company was incorporated on 6 August 
1998 as an open-ended investment company with variable capital and limited liability under the laws of the Republic of 
Ireland under registration number 291789. 
 
The Company is an externally-managed investment company and Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited (the 
"Manager") act as a UCITS management company of the Company. 
 
At 31 January 2025, the Company comprises of one active fund; The Emerging World Fund (the “Fund”). 
 
Statement of Directors’ Responsibilities 
The Directors are responsible for preparing the Directors’ Report and financial statements, in accordance with applicable 
law and regulations. 
 
Company law requires the Directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year. Under that law, they have 
elected to prepare the financial statements in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”) as 
adopted by the European Union (“EU”) and applicable law. 
 
Under company law, the Directors must not approve the financial statements unless they are satisfied that they give a true and 
fair view of the assets, liabilities and financial position of the Company and of its changes in net assets attributable to holders 
of redeemable participating shares for that financial year. In preparing the financial statements, the Directors are required to:  
 
•   select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;  
•   make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;  
•   state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material departures disclosed and 
     explained in the financial statements; 
•   assess the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern; and  
•   use the going concern basis of accounting unless they either intend to liquidate the Company or to cease operations, 
     or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 
 
The Directors confirm that they believe that they have complied with the above requirements in preparing the financial statements.  
 
The Directors are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any 
time the assets, liabilities, financial position and profit or loss of the Company and enable them to ensure that its financial 
statements comply with the Companies Act 2014, the European Communities (Undertakings for Collective Investment 
in Transferable Securities) Regulations 2011, as amended (the “UCITS Regulations”) and the Central Bank (Supervision 
and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48 (1)) (Undertakings for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities) Regu-
lations 2019 (the “Central Bank UCITS Regulations”). They have general responsibility for taking such steps as are rea-
sonably open to them to safeguard the assets of the Company. In this regard, they have entrusted the assets of the Company 
to Bank of New York Mellon SA/NV, Dublin Branch (the "Depositary") for safe-keeping. They are responsible for such 
internal controls as they determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to prevent and detect fraud and other irregularities. The Directors are 
also responsible for preparing a Directors’ Report that complies with the requirements of the Companies Act 2014. 
 
The Directors are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the financial information included on the Investment 
Manager’s website, www.citlon.com. Legislation in the Republic of Ireland governing the preparation and dissemination 
of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions.
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Directors’ Report (continued) 
for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 
 
Activities, Business Review and Future Developments 
The Directors have directed the affairs of the Company so as to enable it to maintain its status as an investment company. 
There was no change in the nature of the Company’s business during the financial year. The Directors consider that the change 
in the net asset value ("NAV") per share is a key indicator of the performance of the Company. A review of the performance 
of the Company during the financial year is included in the Investment Manager’s Report. The Directors do not anticipate any 
future change in the structure or investment objectives of the Company, other than as disclosed in the financial statements.  
 
Going Concern 
The Directors have made an assessment of the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern and are satisfied that the 
Company has the resources to continue in business for the foreseeable future.  
 
The Directors have identified the following risks to the going concern assessment: 
 
     (a)   Net investor redemptions 
     (b)  Investment performance 
     (c)   Investment valuation 
     (d)  Liquidity 
     (e)   Reliance on delegates 
     (f)   Regulation 
 
The Directors are not aware of any material uncertainties that may cast significant doubt upon the Company’s ability to 
continue as a going concern. Therefore, the financial statements continue to be prepared on the going concern basis. 
 
Significant Events During the Financial Year 
Mark Dwyer resigned as a Director of the Company, effective 5 March 2024. 
 
Subsequent Events 
April 2 2025 saw President Trump’s Liberation Day reciprocal tariffs announced. It was widely expected that the US 
would introduce tariffs of some form, but the size, breadth, and basis of calculation for the tariffs was more severe than 
most expectations. The prospect of potentially slower economic growth and higher inflation, coupled with questions being 
raised over the future of long-held trade and geopolitical partnerships led to an increase in global equity market volatility. 
This volatility was exacerbated by a fast moving news cycle and the possibility of both retaliatory action against the US, 
potentially leading to a global trade war, and talk of trade deals being made. 
 
There were no other subsequent events affecting the Company since the financial year date that require amendment to or 
disclosure in the financial statements. 
 
Risk Management Objectives and Policies 
The Company’s investment activities expose it to various types of risk, which are associated with the financial instruments 
and markets in which it invests. Details of the risks inherent in investing in the Company are disclosed in Note 16 of the 
financial statements. 
 
Directors’ Statement on Adequate Accounting Records 
The Directors believe that they have complied with the requirements of the Companies Act 2014, with regard to adequate 
accounting records by employing personnel with appropriate expertise and by providing adequate resources to the finance 
function. The accounting records of the Company are maintained at BNY Mellon Fund Services (Ireland) Designated Ac-

tivity Company, One Dockland Central, Guild Street, International Financial Services Centre, Dublin 1, Ireland.
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Directors’ Report (continued) 
for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 
 

Statement on Relevant Audit Information 
So far as the Directors are aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the statutory auditors are unaware. The 

Directors have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any relevant audit information 

and they have established that the statutory auditors are aware of that information. 

 

Results 
The results of the operations for the financial year are set out in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. A review of the 

activities of the Company and an assessment of its Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are contained in the Investment 

Manager’s Report. 

 

Segregated Liability 
The Company is structured with segregated liability under the provisions of the Investment Funds, Companies and Mis-

cellaneous Provisions Act, 2005. As such, under Irish law, the Company will not be liable as a whole to third parties, in 

respect of liabilities attributable to an individual fund.  

 

Dividends 
The Directors do not recommend the payment of any dividends in respect of the Fund. Accordingly, income and capital 

gains arising in respect of the Fund will be reinvested and reflected in the NAV per Share of the Fund. 

 

Connected Person Transactions 
In accordance with the requirements of the Central Bank UCITS Regulations, all transactions carried out with the Company 

by the Investment Manager, the Depositary and/or their associate and group companies (“connected persons”) must be 

carried out as if negotiated at arm’s length and be in the best interests of shareholders. The Directors of the Responsible 

Person, the Manager, are satisfied that there are arrangements in place (evidenced by written procedures) to ensure that 

these obligations are applied to all transactions with connected persons and that transactions with connected persons 

entered into during the financial year complied with these obligations. 

 

Directors 
The Directors of the Company during the financial year ended 31 January 2025 are listed below: 

 

Mark Dwyer (British) (Resigned 5 March 2024) 

Josephine Kitcher (British) 

Christopher Weaver (British) 

Kevin Molony (Irish) (Independent) (Chairman) 

Patricia Taylor (Irish) 

 

Statement of Corporate Governance 
The Board of Directors (the “Board”) has adopted the Irish Funds’ Code of Corporate Governance for Collective Invest-

ment Schemes and Management Companies (the “IF Code”). The IF Code is a voluntary code which can be adopted on 

a ‘comply or explain’ basis, and the Board has chosen to adopt it in full. The contents of the IF Code can be reviewed at 

www.irishfunds.ie/fs/doc/publication. The Board has reviewed and assessed the measures included in the IF Code and considers 

its corporate governance practices and procedures since the adoption of the IF Code as consistent therewith.
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Directors’ Report (continued) 
for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 
 

Statement of Corporate Governance (continued) 
The Investment Manager delegates the management of ‘the Asian listed portion of the Fund’, with the relevant countries 
agreed between the parties from time to time, to City of London Investment Management (Singapore) Pte. Ltd (“CLIM 
Singapore”). This delegation was formally approved by the CBI in early April 2022. CLIM Singapore is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Investment Manager and is a holder of a capital markets services licence in respect of fund management 
issued by the Monetary Authority of Singapore. The Investment Manager retains full responsibility for the delegated 
function. CLIM Singapore is not paid directly out of the Company's assets, but rather its fees and expenses are paid by the 
Investment Manager.  
 
The Directors acknowledge that they are required, under Section 167 of the Companies Act 2014 (as amended), to consider 
the establishment of an audit committee. The Directors have decided not to establish an audit committee because in the 
Directors' opinion, at this time, the responsibilities of an audit committee, under Section 167 (i.e. the monitoring of 
internal control, internal audit, risk management, the financial reporting process, statutory audit and statutory financial 
statements, the review and monitoring of the independence of the auditors and the provision by the auditors of additional 
services to the Company) are already being fulfilled by the Board by virtue of the Board’s corporate governance regime 
and the existing arrangements and structures in place designed to secure compliance with the extensive legal and structures 
in place designed to secure compliance with the extensive legal and regulatory obligations imposed on UCITS investment 
companies in connection with the Company’s management. 
 

Directors’ Compliance Statement 
It is the policy of the Company to comply with its relevant obligations (as defined in the Companies Act 2014). As required 
by Section 225 (2) of the Companies Act 2014, the Directors acknowledge that they are responsible for securing the 
Company’s compliance with the relevant obligations. The Directors have drawn up a compliance policy statement as 
defined in Section 225 (3)(a) of the Companies Act 2014 and includes a matrix which refers to the arrangements and 
structures that are in place and which are, in the Directors’ opinion, designed to secure material compliance with the 
Company’s relevant obligations. These arrangements and structures were reviewed by the Company during the financial 
year. In discharging their responsibilities under Section 225, the Directors relied upon, among other things, the services 
provided, advice and/or representations from third parties whom the Directors believe have the requisite knowledge and 
experience in order to secure material compliance with the Company’s relevant obligations. 
 

Transactions Involving Directors 
Apart from as noted below, the Board of Directors is not aware of any contracts or arrangements of any significance in 
relation to the business of the Company in which the Directors had any beneficial interest, as defined in the Companies 
Act 2014, at any time during the financial year. 
 
Mark Dwyer, whom resigned as Director of the Company, effective 5 March 2024, holds 401 shares in the £ Institutional 
Class of the Fund and Christopher Weaver, a Director of the Company, holds 292 shares in the US$ Institutional Class. 
According to the Register of Directors and Secretary, none of the other Directors or the Company Secretary has any other 
interest in the share capital of the Company. 
 
As at 31 January 2025, Josephine Kitcher and Christopher Weaver are employees of the Investment Manager. Investment 
management fees of US$988,936 (31 January 2024: US$1,309,394) were charged to the Company by the Investment 

Manager during the financial year.
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Directors’ Report (continued) 
for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 
 
Transactions Involving Directors (continued) 
Patricia Taylor, a Director of the Company, is a Consultant with William Fry solicitors, who provide legal services to 
the Company.  Legal services fees of US$23,194 (31 January 2024: US$36,700) were paid to William Fry during the 
financial year.  
 
Josephine Kitcher and Christopher Weaver, Directors of the Company, are employees of the Investment Manager and 
have waived their right to receive Directors’ fees. Mark Dwyer, whom resigned as Director of the Company, effective 
5 March 2024, and a former employee of the Investment Manager, also waived his right to receive a Director's fee. 
 
Political Donations 
There were no political donations made by the Company during the financial years ended 31 January 2025 and 31 January 2024.  
 
Auditor 
The Company’s Auditor, KPMG, Chartered Accountants, have indicated their willingness to remain in office in accordance 
with Section 383 (2) of the Companies Act 2014. 
 
EU Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation 
The Regulation (EU) 2019/2088 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 November 2019 (“SFDR”) lays 
down harmonised rules on transparency with regard to the integration of sustainability risks and the consideration of 
adverse sustainability impacts in their processes and the provision of sustainability-related information with respect to 
financial products. The Fund is categorised under Article 6 of SFDR. The investments underlying this Fund do not take 
into account the EU criteria for environmentally sustainable economic activities. 
 
On behalf of the Board 
 
Director: Kevin Molony 
 
Director: Josephine Kitcher 
 
13 May 2025
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Investment Manager’s Report 
 

THE EMERGING WORLD FUND (“EWF”) 
EWF Market Review 
 
Over the past twelve months, global equities were buoyed by the prospect of easier US Federal Reserve (“Fed”) policy as 
inflation continued to moderate while US economic activity indicators held up, suggesting that a “soft-landing” scenario was 
in reach. The Fed kickstarted its cutting cycle at the September Federal Open Market Committee (“FOMC”) meeting by 
lowering rates by a larger-than-expected 50 basis points (“bps”), followed by two more 25bp cuts at the November and 
December FOMC meetings. The dot plot projections in the December FOMC release showed two cuts in 2025, down from 
four previously. Comments from Chair Powell at the January policy meeting that the Fed was in no rush to cut rates further 
tempered market rate expectations. The 10-year US Treasury yield rose by 63bps over the twelve months to end-January 
2025. Another major driver of markets over the year was optimism over artificial intelligence (“AI”), accompanied by brief 
periods where sentiment soured as investors questioned the sector’s ability to generate revenue, in particular after the Chinese 
company DeepSeek released a generative AI model allegedly at a fraction of the cost of current models in January.  
 
Emerging market (“EM”) equities, as measured by the MSCI EM Net TR Index, rose by 14.8% in US dollar terms during 
the 12 months prior to the end of January 2025. EM equities underperformed developed market (“DM”) equities, as 
measured by the MSCI World Net TR Index, by 6.7% points. The US dollar (DXY Index) gained 4.9%, while the MSCI 
EM Currency Index increased by 1.1%.  
 
The gap between EM and DM equity performance widened following the re-election of US President Donald Trump. 
Uncertainty surrounding US policy contributed to this performance gap, with Trump running on a platform of higher 
tariffs, deregulation, tax cuts and deporting illegal immigrants. Not long after entering the White House, Trump levied 
25% tariffs on all imports from Canada and Mexico, with an additional 10% on top of the existing tariffs on China. The 
MSCI China rose by 34.8% in US dollar terms in the year to January-end as tariff concerns were offset by the unveiling 
of aggressive policy measures in September. Stimulus measures included support for the housing market and the domestic 
stock market, in addition to broad-based rate cuts. The only EM that performed better than China was Taiwan. The MSCI 
Taiwan Index gained 40.5% in US dollar terms on the back of AI optimism. Elsewhere in EM Asia, the MSCI Korea 
Index fell by 9.5% in US dollar terms as political instability, which culminated in President Yoon declaring short lived 
martial law in early December, weighed on sentiment. The weakest MSCI indices in US dollar terms were Egypt (-43.3%), 
Mexico (-23.0%) and Brazil (-16.1%). Mexican assets weakened over the year as the ruling Morena party strengthened its 
mandate at June’s general election, leading to worries over the party’s proposed constitutional reforms and lack of fiscal 
discipline. Similarly in Brazil, unease over the country’s fiscal health and tightening monetary policy dampened sentiment.    
 
Commodity prices, as measured by the Bloomberg Commodity TR Index, rose by 9.1% during the 12-month period. 
Easier Fed policy heightened geopolitical tensions and concerns of a global trade war supported gold prices, which rose 
by 37.2%. Brent crude prices fell by 6.1% as any boost from Middle East tensions was offset by concerns over soft demand 
given the backdrop of ample supply. 
 
EWF Portfolio 
Top Ten Holdings as at 31 January 2025 
 

Total Net Assets % 
01 Templeton Emerging Markets Investment Trust Plc 8.94 
02 Asia Dragon Trust Plc 7.02 
03 JPMorgan Emerging Markets Investment Trust Plc 6.01 
04 Taiwan Fund Inc. 5.73 
05 Abrdn Emerging Markets Equity Income Fund Inc. 5.57 
06 Fidelity China Special Situations Plc 4.96 
07 Schroder AsiaPacific Fund Plc 4.51 
08 Abrdn Asia Focus Plc 4.39 
09 JPMorgan Indian Investment Trust Plc 4.01 
10 Utilico Emerging Markets Trust Plc 3.70 
  54.84 
 
This is provided for information purposes only and should not be construed as investment advice to buy or sell any securities. 
Source: City of London Investment Management Company Limited
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Investment Manager’s Report (continued) 
 

EWF Performance 
 
During the twelve-month period under review, the price of EWF (the “Fund”) rose 10.83%, net of fees, whilst the Fund’s 
benchmark, the dollar-adjusted S&P Emerging Frontier Super Composite Net Total Return Broad Market Index (“S&P 
Super BMI”) rose 13.24% and the dollar-adjusted MSCI Emerging Markets Net Total Return Index (“MSCI EM Index”) 
rose 14.75%. The discount movements* and NAV performances of the Fund’s underlying holdings as well as country 
allocation versus the benchmark index were unfavourable. During the six-month period since the last interim report, the 
price of the Fund rose 0.38%, net of fees, whilst its benchmark rose 1.28% and the MSCI EM Index rose 1.5%. Please 
note attribution is shown gross of fees, whilst performance is shown net of fees. 
 
Historical net returns are based on an investment management fee of 1% per annum; as of 7 February 2022, the IM Fee is 0.95% per annum. 
*Discount movements reflect the value added from the changes in discount levels of the Fund’s underlying holdings. 

 

Performances in U.S. Dollar (US$) for all periods ended 31 January 2025 (net) 
 
                                                                              EWF Price             S&P Super BMI            MSCI EM Index 
6 Months                                                                           +0.38%                            +1.28%                            +1.50% 
12 Months                                                                       +10.83%                          +13.24%                        +14.754% 
Since Inception*                                                            +962.82%                        +820.34%                        +712.85% 
 
These figures are net returns. 
Historical figures are based on an investment management fee of 1% per annum; as of 7 February 2022, the IM Fee is 0.95% per annum. 
*15 September 1998 
Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 

Source: City of London Investment Management Company Limited, S&P, Bloomberg, MSCI 
 

EWF Attribution Chart from 1 February 2024 to 31 January 2025 (gross) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The above figures have been rounded and are presented gross of fees performance figures, which do not reflect the deduction of investment management fees. The 
actual return is reduced by the investment management fees and any other expenses the Fund may incur in the management of the account. Performance for the 
Quarter and Rolling 6 Months are compounded and therefore will not always equal the sum of the individual component months. 

Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 

Source: City of London Investment Management Company Limited, S&P
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Investment Manager’s Report (continued) 
 

EWF Performance (net) compared to the S&P Super Composite Net Total Return BMI and MSCI EM Index (US$)* 
Since inception (rebased from inception, where 15 September 1998=100) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These figures are net returns. Historical figures are based on an investment management fee of 1% per annum; as of 7 February 2022, the IM Fee is 0.95% per annum  
*The benchmark was changed from the S&P Emerging BMI Plus on January 1, 2009 to better reflect the investment strategy of the Fund. The S&P Emerging 
BMI Plus was the successor index to the S&P/IFC Global Composite Index, the benchmark for the Fund prior to September 1, 2008, which has been discontinued. 
Benchmark changes have not been applied retroactively and therefore historical benchmark performance is a blend of the BMI and IFC indices. The MSCI Emerging 
Markets Net Total Return Index (MSCI EM Index) is shown for comparative purposes. 
Past performance is no guarantee of future results. 

Source: BNY Mellon, S&P, MSCI 
 

EWF Investment Outlook 
The economic outlook is steady growth and continued disinflation towards central bank targets. As such, the US Fed is 
expected to continue easing policy, with the Fed’s dot plot projections implying two rate cuts in 2025, albeit US policy 
means that risks to inflation are skewed to the upside. Uncertainty around US policies, particularly tariffs, is elevated and 
represents a key risk to the outlook. The International Monetary Fund (“IMF”) slightly revised down its estimates for world 
trade growth on the back of this. Volatility will likely support the US dollar in the near term. Still, looser Fed policy and 
expensive valuations suggest the US dollar could come under pressure, making for a more favourable environment for EM 
equities. Beyond short-term moves in US policy, EM equities will benefit from strategic trends such as AI/semiconductors, 
given its large technology exposure.  
 
The IMF expects global growth to pick-up from its 2024 pace of 3.2% yoy to 3.3% in 2025. Global inflation is projected 
to ease from 5.7% to 4.2%. DM growth will mainly derive from the US this year, with the IMF revising their October 
2024 forecast for this year up to 2.7% on the back of the strength in domestic demand. In contrast, the euro area is expected 
to grow by a modest 1.0% as it grapples with headwinds from the manufacturing sector and weak consumer confidence. 
Therefore, DM GDP growth is expected to edge up to 1.9% this year.  
 
Turning to EM, the IMF forecasts GDP to expand by 4.2%, unchanged from 2024’s pace. EM Asia will continue to be 
the biggest source of growth at 5.1% for this year. China’s growth rate of 4.6% was revised up from October 2024’s 
projections to reflect stimulus measures. Growth in the Middle East and Central Asia is forecast to rise to 3.6% despite the 
downward revision to growth from the OPEC+ production cut expansion.  
 
City of London Investment Management Company Limited 
February 2025
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Depositary’s Report for the year ended 31 January 2025 
 
For the period from 1 February 2024 to 31 January 2025 (the “Period”). 
 
The Bank of New York Mellon SA/NV, Dublin Branch (the “Depositary” “us”, “we”, or “our”), has enquired into the conduct 
of The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc (the “Company”) for the Period, in its capacity as depositary to the Company.  
 
This report including the opinion has been prepared for and solely for the shareholders in the Company, in accordance 
with our role as depositary to the Company and for no other purpose. We do not, in giving this opinion, accept or assume 
responsibility for any other purpose or to any other person to whom this report is shown. 
 
Responsibilities of the Depositary 
Our duties and responsibilities are outlined in Regulation 34 of the European Communities (Undertakings for Collective 
Investment in Transferable Securities) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No 352 of 2011), as amended (the “Regulations”). 
 
Our report shall state whether, in our opinion, the Company has been managed in that period in accordance with the 
provisions of the Company’s constitutional documentation and the Regulations. It is the overall responsibility of the 
Company to comply with these provisions. If the Company has not been so managed, we as depositary must state in what 
respects it has not been so managed and the steps which we have taken in respect thereof. 
 
Basis of Depositary Opinion 
The Depositary conducts such reviews as it, in its reasonable opinion, considers necessary in order to comply with its duties 
and to ensure that, in all material respects, the Company has been managed (i) in accordance with the limitations imposed 
on its investment and borrowing powers by the provisions of its constitutional documentation and the appropriate regulations 
and (ii) otherwise in accordance with the Company’s constitutional documentation and the appropriate regulations.  
 
Opinion 
In our opinion, the Company has been managed during the Period, in all material respects: 
 
(i) in accordance with the limitations imposed on the investment and borrowing powers of the Company by the 
     constitutional documentation and by the Regulations; and 
 
(ii)otherwise in accordance with the provisions of the constitutional documentation and the Regulations. 
 
Idries Amod 
For and on behalf of The Bank of New York Mellon SA/NV, Dublin Branch, 
Riverside Two, 
Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, 
Grand Canal Dock, 
Dublin 2, 
Ireland 
 
Dated: 13 May 2025
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Independent Auditor’s Report to the Members of The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc 
 
Report on the audit of the financial statements 
Opinion 
We have audited the financial statements of The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc (‘the Company’) for the year ended 
31 January 2025 set out on pages 14 to 34, which comprise the Statement of Financial Position, the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income, the Statement of Changes in Net Assets Attributable to Holders of Redeemable Participating 
Shares, the Statement of Cash Flow and related notes, including the material accounting policies set out in note 2. The 
financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is Irish Law and International Financial Reporting 
Standards (IFRS) as adopted by the European Union. 
 
In our opinion:  
•   the financial statements give a true and fair view of the assets, liabilities and financial position of the Company as at 
     31 January 2025 and of its decrease in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable participating shares for the year 
     then ended; 
•   the financial statements have been properly prepared in accordance with IFRS as adopted by the European Union; and 
•   the financial statements have been properly prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2014, 
     the European Communities (Undertakings for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities) Regulations 2011 and 
     the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48(1)) (Undertakings for Collective Investment 
     in Transferable Securities) Regulations 2019. 
 
Basis for opinion 
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (Ireland) (ISAs (Ireland)) and applicable law.  
Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial 
statements section of our report.  We are independent of the Company in accordance with ethical requirements that are relevant 
to our audit of financial statements in Ireland, including the Ethical Standard issued by the Irish Auditing and Accounting 
Supervisory Authority (IAASA), and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with these requirements.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 
 
Conclusions relating to going concern 
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the directors’ use of the going concern basis of accounting in 
the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate. 
 
Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or conditions 
that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern for a 
period of at least twelve months from the date when the financial statements are authorised for issue.  
 
Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the directors with respect to going concern are described in the relevant 
sections of this report. 
 
Other information 
The directors are responsible for the other information presented in the Annual Report together with the financial 
statements.  The other information comprises the information included in the Management and Administration section, 
the Directors’ Report, the Investment Manager’s Report, the Report from the Depositary to the Shareholders, the Portfolio 
Statement (unaudited), the Significant Portfolio Movements (unaudited), the Supplemental Unaudited Information, the 
UCITS V Renumeration Policy (unaudited) and the Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (unaudited). The financial 
statements and our auditor’s report thereon do not comprise part of the other information. Our opinion on the financial 
statements does not cover the other information and, accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion or, except as explicitly 
stated below, any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
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Independent Auditor’s Report to the Members of The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc (continued)  
 

Report on the audit of the financial statements (continued) 
Other information (continued) 

Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether, based on our financial statements 

audit work, the information therein is materially misstated or inconsistent with the financial statements or our audit 

knowledge.  Based solely on that work we have not identified material misstatements in the other information. 

 

Based solely on our work on the other information undertaken during the course of the audit, we report that: 

•   we have not identified material misstatements in the directors’ report; 

•   in our opinion, the information given in the directors’ report is consistent with the financial statements; and 

•   in our opinion, those parts of the directors’ report specified for our review, which does not include sustainability 

     reporting when required by Part 28 of the Companies Act 2014, have been prepared in accordance with the Companies  

     Act  2014. 

 

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2014 are unmodified 

We have obtained all the information and explanations which we consider necessary for the purposes of our audit. 

 

In our opinion the accounting records of the Company were sufficient to permit the financial statements to be readily and 

properly audited and the financial statements are in agreement with the accounting records. 

 

Matters on which we are required to report by exception 

The Companies Act 2014 requires us to report to you if, in our opinion, the disclosures of directors’ remuneration and 

transactions required by Sections 305 to 312 of the Act are not made.  We have nothing to report in this regard. 

 

Respective responsibilities and restrictions on use 
Responsibilities of directors for the financial statements 

As explained more fully in the directors’ responsibilities statement set out on page 2, the directors are responsible for: the 

preparation of the financial statements including being satisfied that they give a true and fair view; such internal control as 

they determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 

whether due to fraud or error; assessing the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, 

matters related to going concern; and using the going concern basis of accounting unless they either intend to liquidate 

the Company or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 

 

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements 

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from material 

misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our opinion.  Reasonable 

assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (Ireland) will 

always detect a material misstatement when it exists.  Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered 

material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users 

taken on the basis of these financial statements. 

 

A fuller description of our responsibilities is provided on IAASA’s website at https://iaasa.ie/publications/description-of- 

the-auditors-responsibilities-for-the-audit-of-the-financial-statements/  
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Independent Auditor’s Report to the Members of The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc (continued)  
 
Respective responsibilities and restrictions on use (continued) 
The purpose of our audit work and to whom we owe our responsibilities 
Our report is made solely to the Company’s members, as a body, in accordance with Section 391 of the Companies Act 
2014.  Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the Company’s members those matters we are 
required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do 
not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the Company and the Company’s members, as a body, for our 
audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 
 
John Arnold 
For and on behalf of  
KPMG 
Chartered Accountants, Statutory Audit Firm 
85 South Mall  
Cork 
T12 A3XN 
Ireland 
 
19 May 2025
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Statement of Financial Position 
 
                                                                                                                     EWF                                      EWF 
                                                                                          As at 31 January 2025           As at 31 January 2024 
                                                                           Notes                                  US$                                       US$ 
Assets 
Deposits with credit institutions                                       3                               724,184                                    984,967 
Receivables                                                                       4                               313,545                                    413,961 
                                                                                                                      1,037,729                                 1,398,928 
Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss 
- Transferable securities                                              2, 16                          90,435,645                               97,795,327 
                                                                                                                    90,435,645                               97,795,327 
 
Total Assets                                                                                                91,473,374                               99,194,255 
 
Liabilities 
Payables (due within one year)                                         5                             (145,312)                                  (856,476) 
Total liabilities                                                                                               (145,312)                                  (856,476) 
 
Net assets attributable to holders of 
redeemable participating shares                                                                 91,328,062                               98,337,779 
 
The accompanying notes form an integral part of the financial statements. 
 
The financial statements were approved by the Board of Directors of the Company on 13 May 2025, and signed on its 
behalf by: 
 
Director: Kevin Molony 
 
Director: Josephine Kitcher 
 
13 May 2025
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Statement of Comprehensive Income 
 
                                                                                                                     EWF                                      EWF 
                                                                                                   For the financial                     For the financial 
                                                                                                            year ended                              year ended 
                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 
                                                                           Notes                                  US$                                       US$ 
Income 
Bank interest income                                                                                             1,537                                      41,622 
Dividend income                                                                                            2,389,122                                 2,802,345 
Net gains/(losses) on financial assets 
at fair value through profit or loss                                     6                            9,486,554                                (4,906,034) 
Net investment income/(deficit)                                                             11,877,213                               (2,062,067) 
                                                                                                                                                                                        
Expenses 
Investment management fees                                            7                               988,936                                 1,309,394 
Manager fees                                                                    8                                 51,383                                      45,778 
Administration fees                                                           9                               176,485                                    160,501 
Depositary fees                                                               10                                 41,964                                      74,517 
Directors’ fees                                                           11, 19                                 52,722                                      53,975 
Audit fees                                                                       12                                 34,108                                      34,190 
Miscellaneous expenses                                                   13                                 99,200 128,842 
Total expenses                                                                                               1,444,798 1,807,197 
 
Net profit/(loss) before taxation                                                                   10,432,415                                (3,869,264) 
                                                                                                                                                                                        
Withholding taxes charged on dividends                                                            (90,040)                                  (157,930) 
 
Increase/(decrease) in net assets attributable to 
holders of redeemable participating shares from operations                    10,342,375 (4,027,194) 
 
All amounts above relate to continuing operations.                                                                                                           
 
The accompanying notes form an integral part of the financial statements.
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Statement of Changes in Net Assets Attributable to Holders of Redeemable Participating Shares 
 

                                EWF EWF 
               For the financial For the financial 
                        year ended year ended 
               31 January 2025 31 January 2024 

                                   US$ US$ 
Net assets attributable to holders of redeemable 
participating shares at start of financial year                                          98,337,779                             146,998,793 
                                                                                                                                                                                        
Proceeds from issuance of shares                                                                       281,620                                 1,217,862 
Cost of shares redeemed                                                                             (17,633,712)                             (45,851,682)  
 
Increase/(decrease) in net assets attributable to holders 
of redeemable participating shares from operations                                       10,342,375                                (4,027,194) 
                                                                                                                                                                                        
Net assets attributable to holders of redeemable 
participating shares at end of financial year                                              91,328,062 98,337,779 
 
The accompanying notes form an integral part of the financial statements.
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Statement of Cash Flow 
 

EWF EWF 
               For the financial For the financial 
                        year ended year ended 
               31 January 2025 31 January 2024 

                                   US$ US$ 
Cash flows from operating activities 
Increase/(decrease) in net assets attributable to holders 
of redeemable participating shares from operations                                       10,342,375                                (4,027,194) 
Bank interest income                                                                                           (1,537)                                    (41,622) 
Dividend income                                                                                          (2,389,122)                               (2,802,345) 
Withholding taxes                                                                                               90,040 157,930 
                                                                                                                      8,041,756                                (6,713,231) 
 
(Increase)/decrease in other receivable and accrued income                                 (1,047)                                               - 
(Increase)/decrease in receivable for investments sold                                        123,333                                     (72,697) 
Increase/(decrease) in payable for investments purchased                                 (530,905)                                  (136,695) 
Increase/(decrease) in other payables and accrued expenses                              (180,259)                                     52,291 
(Increase)/decrease in financial assets 
at fair value through profit or loss                                                                   7,359,682                               46,782,754 
Cash used in operations                                                                             14,812,560                               39,912,422 
Bank interest income received                                                                                1,537                                      41,622 
Dividend income received                                                                              2,277,212 2,721,594 
Net used/cash from operating activities                                                    17,091,309                               42,675,638 
 
Cash flows from financing activities 
Proceeds from redeemable shares issued                                                            281,620                                 1,217,862 
Redemption of redeemable shares                                                               (17,633,712) (45,851,682) 
Net cash used in financing activities                                                        (17,352,092) (44,633,820) 
 
Net (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents                                                  (260,783)                               (1,958,182) 
Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of financial year*                                  984,967                                 2,943,149 
 
Cash and cash equivalents at end of financial year*                                      724,184                                    984,967 
 
Supplementary Information 
Dividend received                                                                                          2,368,346                                 2,901,402 
Bank interest received                                                                                           1,537                                      41,622 
Taxation paid                                                                                                     (98,220)                                  (177,899) 
 
The accompanying notes form an integral part of the financial statements. 
 
*Cash and Cash Equivalents is made up entirely of Deposits with Credit Institutions.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements 
 
1.        General Information 
The World Emerging Markets Umbrella Fund plc was incorporated on 6 August 1998 as an open-ended investment company 
with variable capital and limited liability under the laws of the Republic of Ireland under registration number 291789. Effective 
27 November 2006, the Company changed its name to “The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc” (the “Company”). The 
Company qualifies and is authorised by the Central Bank of Ireland (the “Central Bank”) as an Undertaking for Collective 
Investment in Transferable Securities (“UCITS”) for the purposes of the European Communities (Undertakings for Collective 
Investments in Transferable Securities) Regulations 2011, as amended (the “UCITS Regulations”) and the Central Bank 
(Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 (Section 48(1)) (Undertakings for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities) 
Regulations 2019 (the “Central Bank UCITS Regulations”). 
 
The Company is an externally-managed investment company and Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited (the 
"Manager") act as a UCITS management company of the Company. 
 
Details of the Company’s fund (the “Sub-Fund”) is as follows: 
                                                                                                                                            Commencement date  
The Emerging World Fund (“EWF”) or (the “Fund”)                                                                    15 September 1998 
 
Investment Objective 
The investment objective of EWF is to provide a vehicle through which investors may place their capital in a variety of 
emerging markets to achieve long term capital growth. 
 
Prospectus and Supplement 
The Company’s prospectus and EWF supplement (the “Prospectus Documents”) can be obtained from BNY Mellon Fund 
Services (Ireland) Designated Activity Company (the “Administrator”). 
 
The Directors do not recommend a payment of the dividend in respect of the Fund. Accordingly, income and capital gains 
arising in respect of the Fund will be reinvested in the Fund and reflected in the net asset value per share of the Fund. 
 
2.        Material Accounting Policies  
Basis of Preparation 
The annual financial statements have been prepared in accordance with International Financial Reporting Standards 
(“IFRS”) as adopted by the European Union (“EU”) and Irish statute comprising the Companies Act 2014, the UCITS 
Regulations and the Central Bank UCITS Regulations. 
 
The financial statements have been prepared on a historical cost basis except for financial assets and financial liabilities held 
at fair value through profit or loss, that have been measured at fair value. All references to net assets throughout the financial 
statements refer to net assets attributable to holders of redeemable participating shares unless otherwise stated. 
 
The format of the Statement of Financial Position and the Statement of Comprehensive Income has been amended from 
those set out in the Companies Act 2014 to reflect the nature of the Company’s operations. 
 
The Directors and the Manager have made an assessment of the Company’s ability to continue as a going concern and are 
satisfied that the Company has the resources to continue in business for the foreseeable future. Furthermore, the Directors 
and the Manager are not aware of any material uncertainties that may cast significant doubt upon the Company’s ability 
to continue as a going concern. Therefore, the financial statements continue to be prepared on the going concern basis.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 

2.        Material Accounting Policies (continued) 
Basis of Preparation (continued) 
Financial Assets at Fair Value through Profit or Loss 

Fair value is defined as the price that would be received to sell an asset or paid to transfer a liability in an orderly transaction 

between market participants at the measurement date in accordance with IFRS 13, Fair Value Measurement (“IFRS 13”). 
 

On initial recognition, a financial asset is classified as measured at: amortised cost, fair value through other comprehensive 

income (“FVOCI”), and fair value through profit or loss (“FVTPL”). 
 

A financial asset is measured at amortised cost if it meets both of the following conditions and is not designated at FVTPL: 

          •     The asset is held within a business model whose objective is to hold assets and collect contractual cash flows; and  

          •     The contractual cash terms of the financial asset give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments  

                of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding. 
 

(i)      Classification and initial recognition 

A financial asset is measured at FVOCI only if it meets both of the following conditions and is not designated as at FVTPL:  

          •     The asset is held within a business model whose objective is achieved by both collecting contractual cash flows 

                and selling financial assets; and 

          •     The contractual cash terms of the financial asset give rise on specified dates to cash flows that are solely payments  

                of principal and interest on the principal amount outstanding. 
 

          All other financial assets are classified as measured at FVTPL. 
 

          The Company classifies its investments based on both the Company’s business model for managing those financial 

          assets and the contractual cash flow characteristics of the financial assets. The determination of the objective of the 

          business model applicable to financial assets is based on the relevant information on how the business is managed, 

          such as the Fund’s documented investment strategy, the evaluation of the Fund’s performance, risk management 

          and the level of portfolio turnover within the Fund. 
 

          The Company has classified its financial assets and financial liabilities into the following categories: 
 

         Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss 

          Investment in transferable securities - these financial assets are managed and their performance is evaluated, on a 

          fair value basis, with frequent sales taking place. 
 

          Financial assets at amortised cost 

          Deposits with credit institutions and receivables, which are held to collect contractual cash flows. These financial 

          assets are recognised initially at fair value and subsequently measured at amortised cost using effective interest rate, 

          less any impairment provision. 
 

         Financial liabilities at amortised cost 

          Payables due within one year. 
 

(ii)     Recognition 

          The Company recognises financial assets and financial liabilities when all significant rights and access to the benefits  

          from the assets and the exposure to the risks inherent in those benefits are transferred to the Company.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
2.        Material Accounting Policies (continued) 
Basis of Preparation (continued) 
Financial Assets at Fair Value through Profit or Loss (continued) 
(ii)     Recognition (continued) 
          Financial assets and financial liabilities at FVTPL are recognised initially on the trade date, which is the date the 
          Fund becomes a party to the contractual provisions of the instrument. Other financial assets and financial liabilities 
          are recognised on the date they are originated. Financial assets and financial liabilities at FVTPL are recognised 
          initially at fair value, with transaction cost recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. Financial assets 
          or financial liabilities not at FVTPL are recognised at fair value plus transaction costs that are directly attributable 
          to their acquisition or issue. 
 
(iii)     Measurement 
          The fair value of financial instruments traded in active markets is based on quoted valuation at the Statement of 
          Financial Position date. The quoted market price used for financial assets held by the Company is the closing mid 
          market price or the last traded price when no closing mid-market price is available. Gains and losses arising from 
          changes in the fair value of the FVTPL category are included in the Statement of Comprehensive Income in the 
          financial year in which they arise. Stocks in liquidation and those securities which are not priced using quoted 
          valuation are valued in strict accordance with internal fair value procedures which require documentary verification 
          of the basis of valuation, as well as independent review, adherence to which is checked regularly by the Compliance 
          Department of the Investment Manager.  
 
(iv)     Impairment 
          The Company recognises loss allowances for Expected Credit Losses ("ECLs") on financial assets measured at amortised  
          cost. A financial asset or a group of financial assets is “impaired” if there is objective evidence of impairment as a result  
          of one or more events that occurred after the initial recognition of the asset(s) and the loss event(s) had an impact on 
          the estimated future cash flows of the asset(s) than can be estimated reliably. 
 
          Objective evidence that financial assets are impaired includes significant financial difficulty of the borrower or issuer, 
          default or delinquency by a borrower, restructuring of the amount due on terms that the Company would not otherwise  
          consider, indication that a borrower or issuer will enter bankruptcy, or adverse changes in the payment status of 
          the borrowers. 
 
          At each reporting date, the Company shall measure the loss allowance on financial assets measured at amortised 
          cost at an amount equal to the lifetime expected credit losses if the credit risk has increased significantly since initial 
          recognition. If, at the reporting date, the credit risk has not increased significantly since initial recognition, the 
          Company shall measure the loss allowance at an amount equal to 12-month expected credit losses. 
 
          The Company measures credit risk and expected credit loss on financial assets measured at amortised cost using 
          probability of default, exposure at default and loss given default. Management considers both historical analysis and 
          forward-looking information in determining any expected credit loss. Significant financial difficulties of a 
          debtor/counterparty, probability that a debtor/counterparty will enter bankruptcy or financial reorganisation, and 
          default payments are all considered indicators that a loss allowance may be required. 
 
          If the credit risk increases to the point that it is considered to be credit impaired, interest will be calculated based 
          on the gross carrying amount adjusted for the loss allowance.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
2.        Material Accounting Policies (continued) 
Basis of Preparation (continued) 
Financial Assets at Fair Value through Profit or Loss (continued) 
(iv)     Impairment (continued) 
          Impairment losses are recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income and reflected in an allowance account 
          against receivables. Interest on the impaired asset continues to be recognised. If an event occurring after the impairment  
          was recognised causing the amount of impairment loss to decrease, then the decrease in impairment loss is reversed 
          through the Statement of Comprehensive Income. 
 
          The Company has financial assets measured at amortised cost which include deposits with credit institutions and 
          receivables. These are deemed to have a low credit risk at the reporting date, based on an assessment of quantitative 
          and qualitative information and historic analysis of payment patterns. Hence, the Company has determined that no 
          recognition is required in these financial statements for twelve month or lifetime expected credit losses. 
 
(v)      De-recognition 
          The Company de-recognises a financial asset when the contractual rights to the cash flows from the asset expire, or 
          it transfers the rights to receive the contractual cash flows in a transaction in which substantially all of the risks and 
          rewards of ownership of the financial asset are transferred or in which the Company neither transfers nor retains 
          substantially all of the risks and rewards of the ownership and does not retain control of the financial asset. 
 
          On de-recognition of a financial asset, the difference between the carrying amount of the asset (or the carrying amount 
          allocated to the portion of the asset that is de-recognised) and the consideration received (including any new asset 
          obtained less any new liability assumed) is recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. Any interest in such 
          transferred financial assets that is created or retained by the Company is recognised as a separate asset or liability. The 
          Company de-recognises a financial liability when its contractual obligations are discharged or cancelled or expired. 
 
(vi)     Offsetting Financial Instruments 
          Financial assets and financial liabilities are offset and the net amount presented in the Statement of Financial Position  
          when, and only when, the Company has the legal right to offset the amounts and it intends either to settle on the 
          net basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously. 
 
          Income and expenses are presented on a net basis for gains and losses from financial instruments at FVTPL and 
          foreign exchange gains and losses. 
 
(vii)    Specific Instruments 
          (a)  Deposits with Credit Institutions 
                Deposits with credit institutions comprise cash in hand and deposits repayable on demand with any qualifying 
                financial institution. These deposits are considered repayable on demand if they can be withdrawn at any time 
                without notice and without penalty or if a maturity or period of notice of not more than twenty four hours has 
                been agreed. 
 
          (b)  Financial Derivative Instruments (“FDI”) 
                The Company may, where permitted, on behalf of the Fund and subject to the conditions and within the limits  
                laid down by the Central Bank and the Prospectus, employ techniques and instruments relating to transferable 
                securities, including investments in FDI. Such techniques and instruments may be used for efficient portfolio 
                management purposes, or to provide protection against exchange risk or for direct investment purposes, where 
                applicable. Such techniques and instruments may include, but are not limited to, futures, forwards, options, 
                swaps, swaptions, subscription shares and warrants; such investments are valued at FVTPL.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
2.        Material Accounting Policies (continued) 
Basis of Preparation (continued) 
Financial Assets at Fair Value through Profit or Loss (continued) 
(vii)    Specific Instruments (continued) 
          c)    Transferable securities 
                The fair value of any investment which is a share of unit of or participation in an open-ended investment fund 
                shall be the latest available net asset value for the investment as published by the investment fund in question 
                or, where such investment is quoted, listed or dealt in on a regulated market, may be a value determined in 
                accordance with the provisions of the articles of association. 
 
Income 
Dividend income is recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income on the date on which the right to receive 
payment is established. For quoted transferable securities, this is usually the ex-dividend date. For unquoted transferable 
securities, this is usually the date on which the shareholders approve the payment of a dividend. Dividend income from 
financial assets at FVTPL is recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income in a separate line item. 
 
Bank interest income and expense are recognised as earned/as incurred by the Fund. 
 
Taxation 
The Fund incurs withholding taxes imposed by certain countries on investments income. Withholding taxes are recognised 
on the ex dividend date, for quoted transferable securities and are disclosed under “withholding taxes charged on dividends” 
in the Statement of Comprehensive Income and net of any tax credits, if applicable. As at the financial year end date, with-
holding taxes payable are disclosed within “Sundry payables” as described in Note 5 of the financial statements. 
 
Foreign Currencies 
The functional currency is the currency of the primary economic environment in which the Fund operates. If indicators of 
the primary economic environment are mixed, then management uses its judgement to determine the functional currency 
that most faithfully represents the economic effect of the underlying transactions, events and conditions. The majority of 
the Fund’s investments and transactions are denominated in U.S. Dollar. Investor subscriptions and redemptions are 
determined based on net asset value, and received and paid in U.S. Dollar. The expenses (including investment management 
fees, depositary fees and administration fees) are denominated and paid in U.S. Dollar. Accordingly, the Investment 
Manager has determined that the functional currency is U.S. Dollar (“US$”). 
 
Transactions in foreign currencies, if any, are translated at the foreign currency exchange rate ruling at the date of the 
transaction. Monetary assets and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies, if any, are translated into the functional 
currency at the foreign currency closing exchange rate ruling at the Statement of Financial Position date. 
 
Foreign currency exchange differences arising on translation and realised gains and losses on disposals or settlements of 
monetary assets and liabilities, if any, are recognised in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. Non-monetary assets 
and liabilities denominated in foreign currencies that are measured at fair value are retranslated into the functional currency 
at the foreign currency exchange rates ruling at the dates that the values were determined. Any foreign currency exchange 
differences are included in net gains/(losses) on financial assets at fair value through profit or loss in the Statement of 
Comprehensive Income. 
 
Segmental Reporting 
A business segment is a group of assets and operations engaged in providing products or services that are subject to risk 
and returns that are different to those of other business segments. 
 
The Company's segments are based on the nature of the products provided and are considered to be the Fund.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
2.        Material Accounting Policies (continued) 
Basis of Preparation (continued) 
Financial Assets at Fair Value through Profit or Loss (continued) 
Realised and Unrealised Gains and Losses on Investments 
Net gains or losses from financial instruments at FVTPL includes all realised and unrealised fair value changes and foreign 
exchange differences, but excludes interest and dividend income. Realised gains or losses on disposal of investments at 
FVTPL and unrealised gains and losses on valuation of investments at FVTPL at the financial year end are calculated on 
an average cost basis and included in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. 
 
Operating Expenses 
Expenses are accounted for in the Statement of Comprehensive Income on an accrual’s basis. 
 
Distributions 
The Fund will aim to seek capital growth rather than a significant income return and does not guarantee to distribute to 
shareholders any income that it may receive on its investments. 
 
Use of judgements and estimates 
In preparing these financial statements, judgements, estimates and assumptions have been made that affect the application 
of accounting policies and the reported amounts of assets, liabilities, income and expenses. The Directors and the Manager 
believe that the estimates utilised in preparing the financial statements are reasonable and prudent. Actual results may differ 
from these estimates. 
 
Estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to estimates are recognised prospectively.  
 
Involvement with unconsolidated structured entities 
The Company may invest in investment funds, which are not subject to consolidation, however meet the definition of a 
structured entity because: 
          •     the voting rights in the investment fund are not the dominant condition in deciding who controls it because 
                they relate to administrative tasks only; 
          •     the investment fund’s activities are restricted by its prospectus; and 
          •     the investment fund has narrow and well-defined objectives to provide investment opportunities to investors. 
 
Transaction costs 
Transaction costs are defined as the incremental costs that are directly attributable to the acquisition, issue or disposal of a financial 
asset or financial liability. An incremental cost is one that would not have been incurred if the entity had not acquired, issued or 
disposed of the financial instrument. When a financial asset or financial liability is recognised initially, an entity shall measure it at 
its FVTPL plus transaction costs that are directly attributable to the acquisition or issue of the financial asset or financial liability. 
  
Transaction costs on purchases and sales of investments are included in net gains/(losses) on financial assets at fair value 
through profit or loss in the Statement of Comprehensive Income for the Fund. 
 
Redeemable Participating Shares 
Redeemable participating shares are redeemable at the holder’s option and are classified as financial liabilities. The partic-
ipating share can be repurchased by the Company at any time for cash equal to a proportionate share in the Fund’s net 
asset value. The participating share is carried at the redemption amount that is payable at the Statement of Financial 
Position date if the shareholder exercised its right to sell the share back to the Company. 
 
New and amended standards adopted by the Fund 
In the current period, the Fund has applied a number of amendments to IFRS Standards and Interpretations issued by the 
International Accounting Standards Board (“IASB”) that are effective for an annual period that begins on or after 1 January 2024.
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2.        Material Accounting Policies (continued) 
Basis of Preparation (continued) 
New and amended standards adopted by the Fund (continued) 
The following new and revised IFRSs, which became effective for annual periods beginning on or after 1 January 2024, 

have been adopted in these financial statements. Their adoption has not had any material impact on the disclosures or on 

the amounts reported in these financial statements. 

          •     Amendments to IFRS 16 Leases relating to Lease Liability in a Sale and Leaseback. 

          •     Amendments to IAS 1 Presentation of Financial Statements relating to Classification of Liabilities as Current 

                or Non-Current. 

          •     Amendments to IAS 1 Presentation of Financial Statements relating to Non-current Liabilities with Covenants. 

          •     Amendments to IAS 7 Statement of Cash Flows and IFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures relating to 

                Supplier Finance Arrangements.  
 

Other than the above, there are no other significant IFRSs and amendments that were effective for the first time for the 

financial year beginning on or after 1 January 2024. 
 

Standards and Interpretations in issue but not yet effective and not early adopted 
The Fund has not early adopted any new and revised IFRSs that have been issued but are not yet effective. 
 

New and revised IFRSs                                                            Effective for annual periods beginning on or after 

Amendments to IAS 21 The Effects of Changes in Foreign Exchange Rates relating to Lack of Exchangeability       1 Jan 2025 

Amendments to the SASB (Sustainability Accounting Standards Board) standards to                                             1 Jan 2025 

Amendments to the SASB enhance their international applicability 

Amendments to IFRS 9 Financial Instruments and IFRS 7 Financial Instruments: Disclosures regarding the         1 Jan 2026 

Amendments to IFRS 9 classification and measurement of financial instruments 

Annual improvements to IFRS Accounting Standards - Volume 11                                                                 1 Jan 2026 
 

The pronouncement comprises the following amendments: 

          •     IFRS 1: Hedge accounting by a first-time adopter 

          •     IFRS 7: Gain or loss on derecognition 

          •     IFRS 7: Disclosure of deferred difference between fair value and transaction price 

          •     IFRS 7: Introduction and credit risk disclosures 

          •     IFRS 9: Lessee derecognition of lease liabilities 

          •     IFRS 9: Transaction price 

          •     IFRS 10: Determination of a “de facto agent” 

          •     IAS 7: Cost method 

IFRS 18: Presentation and Disclosures in Financial Statements                                                                            1 Jan 2027 

IFRS 19: Subsidiaries without Public Accountability: Disclosures                                                                           1 Jan 2027 
 

Amendments to IFRS 10 Consolidated Financial Statements                                            Effective date deferred indefinitely. 

and IAS 28 Investments in Associates and Joint Ventures (2011)                                                  Adoption is still permitted. 
 

The Manager anticipates that these IFRSs and amendments will be adopted in the financial statements in the initial period 

when they become mandatorily effective. The Manager assessed that adoption of these amendments will not have a 

significant impact on the Fund’s financial statements.
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3.        Deposits with Credit Institutions 
Cash held by the Company is deposited with The Bank of New York Mellon SA/NV, Dublin Branch (the “Depositary”). 
The long-term deposit credit rating of the Depositary, as assessed by Moody’s, is Aa1 (31 January 2024: Aa2). 
 
The Company has adopted the Fund Assets Model under the Central Bank (Supervision and Enforcement) Act 2013 
(Section 48(1)) Client Asset Regulations 2015 for Investments Firms. Accordingly, subscription and redemption monies 
are channelled through an umbrella cash collection account in the name of the Company. 
 
The balances on these cash accounts as at 31 January 2025 and 31 January 2024 are deemed immaterial in respect of the 
Fund. Hence, no adjustments were applied in the financial statements. 
 
4.        Receivables 
                                                                                                                     EWF                                      EWF 
                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 
Amounts falling due within one year:                                                             US$                                       US$  
Receivable for investments sold                                                                                     -                                     123,333 
Dividends and interest receivable                                                                       312,498                                    290,628 
Sundry receivables                                                                                                 1,047                                                - 
                                                                                                                         313,545                                    413,961 
 
5.        Payables 
                                                                                                                     EWF                                      EWF 
                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 
Amounts falling due within one year:                                                             US$                                       US$  
Payable for investments purchased                                                                                -                                     530,905 
Investment management fee payable                                                                    77,345                                      83,780 
Manager fee payable                                                                                              5,138                                        5,481 
Sundry payables                                                                                                   62,829                                    236,310 
                                                                                                                         145,312                                    856,476 
 
6.        Net Gains/(Losses) on Financial Assets at Fair Value Through Profit or Loss 
                                                                                                                     EWF                                      EWF 
                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 
                                                                                                                      US$                                       US$  
Net gains/(losses) on financial assets at fair value through profit or loss          9,489,368                               (4,887,691) 
Net gains/(losses) on foreign exchange contracts                                                  (2,814)                                    (18,343) 
                                                                                                                      9,486,554                                (4,906,034) 
 
7.        Investment Management Fees 
The Investment Manager is entitled to a charge based on the net asset value of each share class as follows: 
          - 0.95% per annum of the net asset value of each Institutional share class;  
          - 1.45% per annum of the net asset value of each Retail A share class; 
 
The fee is accrued daily based on the daily net asset value of each share class of the Fund and is payable monthly in arrears. 
The investment management fees incurred during the financial year are disclosed in the Statement of Comprehensive 
Income and the investment management fees payable at the end of the financial year are disclosed in Note 5 of the 
financial statements.
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8.        Manager Fees 
The Company is an externally-managed investment company and Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited (the 

"Manager") act as a UCITS management company of the Company. 

 

The Manager is entitled to charge a fee at an annual rate of 0.03% of the net asset value of the Fund up to net asset value 

of €500 million, 0.02% on the next €500 million and 0.01% above €1 billion; which is payable on each month end net 

asset value; subject to a monthly minimum amount of €3,500 per month, up to March 2024 and €4,167 per month, 

effective April 2024. 

 

The Manager fees incurred during the financial year are disclosed in the Statement of Comprehensive Income and Manager 

fees payable at the end of the financial year are disclosed in Note 5 of the financial statements. 

 

9.        Administration Fees 
The Administrator is entitled to an ad valorem charge at an annual rate of 0.075% of the net asset value of the Fund; a share 

class charge of US$3,500 per annum; a transfer agency charge of US$32 per transaction; and a shareholder servicing charge 

of US$22 per shareholder account. Where all charges aggregate to an amount below the minimum monthly threshold of 

US$12,500 for the Fund, the Administrator shall charge the minimum fee accordingly. Additionally, the Administrator shall 

be entitled to reimbursement of periodic out of pocket expenses. Fees charged by the Administrator for the financial year are 

shown in “Administration fees” in the Statement of Comprehensive Income and the amounts due at the financial year end of 

US$27,410 (31 January 2024: US$119,592) are included in “Sundry payables” in Note 5 of the financial statements. 

 

10.      Depositary Fees 
The Depositary is entitled to charge an annual fee equal to 0.0345% of the net asset value of the Fund, subject to a 

minimum charge of US$11,500 per annum. Such fees shall be payable monthly in arrears. The Depositary shall also be 

entitled to charge transaction and safekeeping fees at agreed rates. The Depositary shall also be entitled to be reimbursed 

for its out-of-pocket expenses and those of any sub-custodian. Fees charged by the Depositary for the financial year are 

shown in “Depositary fees” in the Statement of Comprehensive Income and the amounts due at the financial year end of 

US$4,821 (31 January 2024: US$33,432) are included in “Sundry payables” in Note 5 of the financial statements. 

 

11.      Directors Fees 
The Directors not affiliated with the Investment Manager shall be entitled to an annual fee and remuneration for their 

services at a rate to be determined from time to time by the Directors. Such Directors are currently Kevin Molony and 

Patricia Taylor. The fees of any Director not affiliated with the Investment Manager in any accounting period shall not ex-

ceed US$50,000 without the approval of the Board. All Directors will be entitled to reimbursement by the Company of 

expenses directly incurred in attending board meetings or in connection with the business of the Company. Any increase 

in a Director’s fees above US$50,000 will be notified to Shareholders in advance. 

 

Fixed remuneration paid during the financial year was US$52,722 (31 January 2024: US$53,975) paid as follows: Kevin 

Molony US$29,321 (31 January 2024: US$29,209) and Patricia Taylor US$23,401 (31 January 2024: US$24,766).  No 

variable remuneration was paid to either during the financial year.  Per the Remuneration Policy, outside Kevin Molony 

and Patricia Taylor, no other Identified Staff were remunerated during the financial year.
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12.      Auditor’s Remuneration 
The auditor’s remuneration comprises audit fees (inclusive of Value-Added Tax (“VAT”)) as noted in the Statement of 

Comprehensive Income and tax advisory fees, which are disclosed within miscellaneous expenses in the Statement 

of Comprehensive Income (further details of which are included in Note 13 of the financial statements). There are no 

costs incurred in relation to other assurance or other non-audit services, other than those set out below. The auditor’s 

remuneration excluding VAT comprises the following: 

                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 

                                                                                                                      US$                                       US$ 

Audit fees                                                                                                           27,730                                      24,839 

Tax advisory fees                       13,263 15,526 

                                                                                                                           40,993                                      40,365 

 

The audit fees amount due at the financial year end of US$34,108 (inclusive of VAT) and tax advisory fees amount 

due at the financial year end of US$19,219 (inclusive of VAT) are included in "Sundry payables" in Note 5 of the 

financial statements. 

 

13.      Miscellaneous Expenses 
The miscellaneous expenses in the Statement of Comprehensive Income comprise the following: 

                                                                                                                     EWF                                      EWF 

                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 

                                                                                                                      US$                                       US$ 

Legal fees                                                                                                            24,350                                      41,170 

Printing fees                                                                                                          7,481                                        7,046 

Tax advisory fees                                                                                                 16,313                                      14,283 

Bank charges                                                                                                            907                                           799  

Regulatory levies                                                                                                 10,753                                        9,345 

Mailing and fulfilment service fees                                                                            434                                        1,246 

Directors' insurance                                                                                             26,242                                      38,084 

Company secretarial fees                                                                                      20,463                                      23,829 

Risk fees                                                                                                                5,993                                        9,644 

MLRO service fees                                                                                                8,184                                        4,818 

VAT reclaim                                                                                                      (23,364)                                    (20,869) 

Other fund expenses (Incorporating credit for release of prior year over accruals)                          1,444 (553) 

                                      99,200 128,842 

 

14.      Transaction Costs 
During the financial year, the Fund incurred transaction costs related to the buying and selling of securities, which 

have been included in “Net gains/(losses) on financial assets at fair value through profit or loss” in the Statement of 

Comprehensive Income. The transaction costs for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 are US$68,131 (31 January 

2024: US$87,227). 

  

15.      Distributions 
There were no distributions made during the financial year ended 31 January 2025 (31 January 2024: Nil).
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16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks 
Compay Risk 
The prospectus sets out a comprehensive disclosure of the risks that the Company faces and readers of these financial 
statements should therefore refer to the prospectus to ensure they have a full understanding of these risks. 
 

Global Exposure 
Derivatives were not held by the Fund at any time during the financial year ended 31 January 2025 (31 January 2024: 
Nil). Had derivatives been held by the Fund, the relevant global exposures would be calculated using the commitment 
approach as the total of the Fund’s net position exposures. The main risks arising from the Fund’s financial instruments 
are market price, concentration, liquidity, interest rate, credit and currency risk. 
 

Market Price Risk 
Market price risk is the risk that the value of the instrument will fluctuate as a result of changes in market prices (other 
than those arising from interest rate risk or currency risk), whether caused by factors specific to an individual investment, 
its issuer or all factors affecting all instruments traded in the market. 
 
As at 31 January 2025 and 31 January 2024, the overall market exposures were as follows: 
 
                                                                    Fair Value   31 January 2025                   Fair Value    31 January 2024 
EWF                                                                US$      % of net assets                            US$       % of net assets 
Financial assets at fair value 
through profit or loss                                  90,435,645                   99.02%                   97,795,327                    99.45% 
 
Details of the nature of the Company's investment portfolio at the financial year end are disclosed in the Portfolio Statement.  
 
The Investment Manager considers the asset allocation of the portfolio in order to minimise the risk associated with 
particular countries whilst continuing to follow the Fund’s investment objective. The Fund’s market price risk is managed 
through diversification of the investment portfolio. The Fund’s overall market positions are monitored on a daily basis by 
the Investment Manager. 
 

Sensitivity Analysis 
A 10% increase in asset prices at 31 January 2025 would have increased the net assets attributable to holders of redeemable 
participating shares of the Fund by US$9,043,565 (31 January 2024: US$9,779,533); an equal change in the opposite 
direction would have decreased the net assets attributable to holders of redeemable participating shares by an equal but 
opposite amount. In practice, actual trading results may differ from the above sensitivity analysis and these differences 
could be material. 
 

Concentration Risk 
The Fund invests in transferable securities. The concentration of the Fund’s portfolio in any one security type would subject 
the Fund to a greater degree of risk with respect to defaults on the security. 
 
Concentration risk can be monitored in several ways. The Company primarily monitors geographic concentration and to 
a lesser extent industry concentration. The Company will take these concentration levels into account when considering 
adding new positions to the portfolio whenever possible.



29The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc

Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 

16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks (continued) 
Concentration Risk (continued) 
At the financial year end, the Fund’s financial assets are exposed to the following geographic areas: 
 

                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 

                                                                                                             Fair Value                              Fair Value 

EWF                                                                                                              US$                                       US$ 

Transferable securities:                                                                                                    

                                        Asia                                                                     42,840,162                               47,441,815  

                                        Europe                                                                   1,439,699                                 3,201,291  

                                        Global Emerging Markets                                    29,440,601                               30,176,757  

                                        Hong Kong/China                                               12,853,234                                 9,439,794  

                                        Latin America                                                        3,345,123                                 3,986,327  

                                        Middle East and Africa                                              516,826                                 3,549,343  

                                                                                                                    90,435,645                               97,795,327 

 

Liquidity Risk 
Liquidity risk is the risk that the Company will encounter difficulty in meeting the obligations associated with its financial 

liabilities that are settled by delivering cash or another financial asset. The Company’s constitution provides for the daily 

creation and cancellation of shares and it is therefore exposed to the liquidity risk of meeting shareholder redemptions 

at any time. 

 

The Fund’s assets are composed largely of traded liquid securities. The liquidity risks associated with the need to 

satisfy holders’ requests for redemptions are mitigated by maintaining cash reserves to satisfy usual levels of demand. 

Approximately 92% (31 January 2024: 90%) of the value of the holdings within the portfolio are listed on the New York 

Stock Exchange or London Stock Exchange, 7% (31 January 2024: 9%) are listed on other recognised stock exchanges 

and 1% (31 January 2024: 1%) is cash. This composition ensures that trading and settlement proficiency is sufficient to 

meet the normal pattern of redemption requests. The following liabilities have residual contractual maturities of less than 

one month: payables for investments purchased, investment management fee payable, sundry payables and redeemable 

participating shares. 

 

Interest Rate Risk 
The vast majority of the Fund’s financial assets and liabilities are non-interest bearing. As a result, the Fund is not subject 

to risk due to fluctuations in the prevailing levels of market interest rates. Any excess cash and cash equivalents are invested 

at short term market interest rates. On the basis that the Fund is not subject to significant interest rate risk, no interest rate 

sensitivity analysis has been provided. 

 

Credit Risk 
Credit risk is the risk that a counterparty to a financial instrument will fail to discharge an obligation or commitment that 

it has entered into with the Company, resulting in a financial loss to the Company. The carrying amounts of financial 

assets best represent the maximum credit risk exposure at the Statement of Financial Position date. This relates also to 

financial assets carried at amortised cost, as they have a short term to maturity. 

 

The expected credit loss on financial assets at amortised cost is de minimis, so no expected credit loss has been recognised.



30 The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc

Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks (continued) 
Credit Risk (continued) 
All transactions in listed securities are settled/paid for upon delivery using approved brokers. The risk of default is considered 
minimal as delivery of securities sold is only made once the broker has received payment. Payment is made on a purchase 
once the security has been received by the broker. The trade will fail if either party fails to meet its obligation. 
 
The Company has some exposure to the risk of trading counterparties being unable to perform their duties due to 
bankruptcy or administration of those counterparties. The Investment Manager carries out due diligence on all trading 
counterparties prior to entering into an agreement to trade as well as regular reviews, in addition to a daily review of 
exposure to each counterparty. 
 
The majority of the investments and cash of the Company are held by the Depositary. Bankruptcy or insolvency of the 
Depositary may cause the Company's rights with respect to its investments in securities held by the Depositary to be 
delayed or limited. The Company's securities are segregated from the assets of either the Depositary or its agents. Thus in 
the event of insolvency or bankruptcy of the Depositary, the Company's assets are segregated from those of the Depositary 
or its agents. 
 
The Company will, however, be exposed to the credit risk of the Depositary, or any depositary used by the Depositary, in 
relation to the Company's cash held by the Depositary. In the event of the insolvency or bankruptcy of the Depositary, the 
Company will be treated as a general creditor of the Depositary in relation to cash holdings of the Company. However, it 
should be noted that not all jurisdictions have the same rules and regulations as Ireland regarding the custody of assets and 
the recognition of the interests of a beneficial owner such as a Fund. Therefore, in certain jurisdictions, there is a risk that 
if a sub-custodian becomes bankrupt or insolvent, the Fund’s beneficial ownership of the assets held by such sub-custodian 
may not be recognised and consequently the creditors of the sub-custodian may seek to have recourse to the assets of the 
Fund. In those jurisdictions where the Fund’s beneficial ownership if its assets is ultimately recognised, the Fund may 
suffer delay and cost in recovering those assets. The Fund may invest in markets where custodial and/or settlement systems 
are not fully developed. Therefore, the assets of the Fund which are traded in such markets and which have been entrusted 
to sub custodians for safekeeping, in circumstance where the use of such sub-custodians is necessary, may be exposed to 
risk. The Depositary shall exercise due skill, care and diligence in the selection, periodic review and ongoing monitoring 
of any sub-custodian to whom assets of the Fund have been entrusted for safekeeping. 
 
The Company only transacts with counterparties that are regulated entities subject to prudential supervision, or with high 
credit ratings assigned by international credit-rating agencies. The Directors monitor the credit quality of the Depositary on 
a quarterly basis in order to mitigate risk. The Depositary’s long-term deposit credit rating by Moody’s is Aa1 (31 January 
2024: Aa2) as at the financial year end. The Company minimises concentrations of credit risk by undertaking transactions 
with a large number of counterparties. The Company's credit risk concentration is detailed in the Portfolio Statement.  
  
Credit risk, understood as counterparty risk, is formally evaluated by the Investment Manager. Broker/dealers are selected 
after satisfying the Investment Manager’s due diligence process, and based on their ability to provide best execution ac-
cording to criteria such as; commission, the market impact costs from trade execution and their ability to execute trades 
within a reasonable time frame according to the type of trade undertaken and the location of execution. Credit analysis is 
part of the selection criteria. The Investment Manager’s counterparty analysis process includes a Trade Management Over-
sight Committee (which comprises representatives of the Investment Management, Fund Accounting and Compliance de-
partments), responsible for developing, evaluating and changing (when necessary) its trading practices, commissions, and 
brokers. This committee, which meets at least on a semi-annual basis, also analyses total trading costs and execution trends.
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16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks (continued) 
Currency Risk 
The Fund may invest in financial instruments and enter into transactions denominated in currencies other than its functional 
currency. Consequently, the Fund is exposed to the risk that the exchange rate of its functional currency relative to other 
foreign currencies may change in a manner that has an adverse effect on the value of that portion of the Company’s assets 
or liabilities denominated in currencies other than the U.S. Dollar. The Investment Manager does not hedge the currencies 
of the underlying securities. As such, changes in price in the currencies of the countries where the investments in which 
the Company invests are located have an effect on the US$ net asset value of the Company. 
 
Non-monetary amounts represent the currency risk of investments held at the financial year end. Monetary amounts 
represent the currency risk of deposits with credit institutions and the unrealised gain or loss on spot foreign exchange 
contracts held at the financial year end. Foreign cash balance in the amount of GBP114,802, equivalent to US$142,983 
were held at 31 January 2025; for the prior financial year end date of 31 January 2024, EUR1, equivalent to US$1 was 
held. The following tables set out the Fund’s total exposure to currency risk, based on the underlying currencies of 
the investments held at the financial year end by the transferable securities held by the Company. The currency of each 
transferable security is reflected in the Portfolio Statement. 
 
Currency                                                                                                                Non monetary               Total 
31 January 2025                                                                                                                    US$                US$ 
Hong Kong Dollar                                                                                                               16,172,311      16,172,311  
Taiwan Dollar                                                                                                                       16,096,927      16,096,927  
Indian Rupee                                                                                                                        15,137,146      15,137,146  
South Korean Won                                                                                                               10,666,015      10,666,015  
Chinese Yuan                                                                                                                          6,681,633        6,681,633  
Vietnamese Dong                                                                                                                   4,720,204        4,720,204  
Brazilian Real                                                                                                                          3,473,784        3,473,784  
Mexican Peso                                                                                                                          2,727,004        2,727,004  
Other Global                                                                                                                           1,932,038        1,932,038  
Indonesian Rupiah                                                                                                                  1,629,232        1,629,232  
Others                                        9,414,208 9,414,208  
                                                 88,650,502 88,650,502  
 
Currency                                                                                                                Non monetary               Total 
31 January 2024                                                                                                                    US$                US$ 
Indian Rupee                                                                                                                        16,642,070      16,642,070  
Taiwan Dollar                                                                                                                       14,673,604      14,673,604  
Hong Kong Dollar                                                                                                               13,994,684      13,994,684  
South Korean Won                                                                                                               12,381,216      12,381,216  
Chinese Yuan                                                                                                                          7,279,797        7,279,797  
Vietnamese Dong                                                                                                                   5,227,597        5,227,597  
Brazilian Real                                                                                                                          4,879,448        4,879,448  
Saudi Riyal                                                                                                                             3,361,135        3,361,135  
Other Global                                                                                                                           3,360,527        3,360,527  
Mexican Peso                                                                                                                          2,715,957        2,715,957  
Others                                        11,612,617 11,612,617 
                                                 96,128,652 96,128,652 
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16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks (continued) 
Currency Risk (continued) 
Sensitivity analysis 

At financial year end, had the US$ strengthened by 10% in relation to the currencies detailed in the table above and the 

underlying currencies associated with the investments, with all other variables held constant, net assets attributable to 

holders of redeemable participating shares and the change in net assets attributable to holders of redeemable participating 

shares per the Statement of Comprehensive Income, would have decreased by the amounts shown below. 

 

Significant Currencies                        31 January 2025     Significant Currencies                        31 January 2024

                                                                            US$                                                                                  US$ 

Hong Kong Dollar                                            1,617,231     Indian Rupee                                                     1,664,207 

Taiwan Dollar                                                    1,609,693     Taiwan Dollar                                                    1,467,360 

Indian Rupee                                                     1,513,715     Hong Kong Dollar                                            1,399,468 

South Korean Won                                            1,066,602     South Korean Won                                            1,238,122 

Chinese Yuan                                                        668,163     Chinese Yuan                                                        727,980 

 

A 10% weakening of the US$ against the above currencies would have resulted in an equal but opposite effect on the 

above financial statement amounts to the amounts shown above, on the basis that all other variables remain constant. In 

practice, actual trading results may differ from the above sensitivity analysis and these differences could be material. 

 

Fair Value Estimation 
IFRS 13 requires the Company to classify fair value measurement using a fair value hierarchy that reflects the significance 

of the inputs used in making the measurements. The fair value hierarchy has the following levels: 

 

Level 1:    Quoted prices (unadjusted) in active markets for identical assets or liabilities. 

 

Level 2:    Valuation techniques based on observable inputs either directly (i.e. as prices) or indirectly (i.e. derived from 

                prices). This category includes instruments valued using: quoted market prices in active markets for similar 

                instruments; quoted prices for similar instruments in markets that are considered less than active; or other 

                valuation techniques where all significant inputs are directly or indirectly observable from market data. 

 

Level 3:    Valuation techniques using significant unobservable inputs. This category includes all instruments where the 

                valuation technique includes inputs not based on observable data and the unobservable inputs could have a 

                significant impact on the instrument’s valuation. 

 

The level in the fair value hierarchy within which the fair value measurement is categorised in its entirety is determined on 

the basis of the lowest level input that is significant to the fair value measurement in its entirety. For this purpose, the 

significance of an input is assessed against the fair value measurement in its entirety. 

 

If a fair value measurement uses observable inputs that require significant adjustment based on unobservable inputs, that 

measurement is a Level 3 measurement. Assessing the significance of a particular input to the fair value measurement in 

its entirety requires judgement, considering factors specific to the asset or liability.
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16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks (continued) 
Fair Value Estimation (continued) 
The determination of what constitutes ‘observable’ requires significant judgement by the Directors. The Directors consider 

observable data to be that market data that is readily available, regularly distributed or updated, reliable and verifiable, not 

proprietary, and provided by independent sources that are actively involved in the relevant market. 

 

The following table analyses within the fair value hierarchy, the Fund’s financial assets and liabilities measured at fair value 

at 31 January 2025: 

                                                                                        Level 1                    Level 2            Level 3               Total 

                                                                                      US$                        US$                US$                US$ 

Transferable securities 90,143,040                                - 292,605 90,435,645  

                90,143,040                                - 292,605 90,435,645 

 

The following table analyses within the fair value hierarchy, the Fund’s financial assets and liabilities measured at fair value 

at 31 January 2024: 

                                                                                        Level 1                    Level 2            Level 3               Total 

                                                                                      US$                        US$                US$                US$ 

Transferable securities                                                 97,794,262                                - 1,065 97,795,327 

                97,794,262                                - 1,065 97,795,327 

 

All other assets and liabilities, including deposits with credit institutions, are carried at amortised cost; their carrying values 

are a reasonable approximation of fair value. As such, level 2 is deemed to be the most appropriate categorisation.  

 

At 31 January 2025, the Fund held one investment “Gulf Investment Fund Plc”, classified within level 3. 

 

Gulf Investment Fund Plc was transferred from Level 1 to Level 3 in the current financial year. The Fund is in liquidation 

and the first distribution was received in the amount of USD 1.79 per share and total amount of US$915,969 on 23 

December 2024. The security has been delisted from the London Stock Exchange as of 30 October 2024. Management 

has determined, in good faith, that the value of the remaining shares is USD 0.57 per share. 

 

At 31 January 2024, the Fund held one investment “Fundsmith Emerging Equities Trust Plc”, classified within level 3. 

 

Fundsmith Emerging Equities Trust Plc was transferred from Level 1 to Level 3 in the financial year ended 31 January 

2022. The security was delisted from the London Stock Exchange as on 14 November 2022. The Fund was liquidated 

and the first distribution was received in the amount of GBP 12.40 per share and total amount of GBP691,725 (equivalent 

to US$839,969) on 16 December 2022; a subsequent distribution of GBP 0.30 per share and total amount of GBP16,724 

(equivalent to US$21,055) on 29 August 2023; and a final distribution of GBP 0.155 per share and total amount of 

GBP8,641 (equivalent to US$10,932) on 20 November 2024. 

 

Transfers between levels of the fair value hierarchy are deemed to have occurred at the beginning of the financial year.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks (continued) 
Level 3 Securities 
The following table represents the movement in Level 3 investments for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 and 31 
January 2024: 
                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 
Fundsmith Emerging Equities Trust Plc                                                         US$                                       US$ 
Opening balance                                                                                                    1,065                                      43,384 
Purchases                                                                                                                      -                                                - 
Sales / Liquidation proceeds                                                                               (10,392)                                    (21,055) 
Transfers into Level 3                                                                                                   -                                                - 
Transfers out of Level 3                                                                                                -                                                - 
Net gains/(losses) recognised in other net changes in fair value on 
financial Assets and liabilities at fair value through profit or loss 
          Realised gains                                                                                           10,392                                      21,055 
          Unrealised losses                                                                                        (1,065)                                    (42,319) 
Closing Balance                                                                                                           -                                         1,065 
 
                                                                                                                                                 31 January 2025 
Gulf Investment Fund Plc                                                                                                                            US$ 
Opening balance                                                                                                                                                             -  
Purchases                                                                                                                                                                        - 
Sales / Liquidation proceeds                                                                                                                              (915,969) 
Transfers into Level 3                                                                                                                                      1,164,063 
Transfers out of Level 3                                                                                                                                                  -  
Net gains/(losses) recognised in other net changes in fair value on 
financial Assets and liabilities at fair value through profit or loss                                                                                       
          Realised gains                                                                                                                                           915,969  
          Unrealised losses                                                                                                                                     (871,458)  
Closing Balance                                                                                                                                                292,605  
 
Emerging Markets Risk 
Emerging markets tend to have a greater level of risk and volatility associated with them and to be less liquid than more 
established markets. The net asset value, the marketability and the returns derived from the particular Fund's investments 
may be affected by uncertainties such as political or diplomatic developments, social and religious instability, changes in 
government policies, taxation and interest rates, currency conversion and repatriation and other political and economic 
developments in law or regulations in emerging markets and, in particular, the risks of expropriation, nationalisation and 
confiscation of assets and changes in legislation relating to the level of foreign ownership. All of these facts may adversely 
affect the overall investment climate and, in particular investment opportunities for the Fund. 
 
Companies in emerging markets may not be subject: 
          (i)   to accounting, auditing and financial reporting standards, practices and disclosure requirements comparable to 
                those applicable to companies in major markets; and 
          (ii)  to the same level of government supervision and regulation of stock exchanges as countries with more advanced 
                securities markets. 
 
Accordingly, certain emerging markets may not afford the same level of investor protection as would apply in more 
developed jurisdictions. The reliability of trading and settlement systems in some emerging markets may not be equivalent 
to that available in more developed markets, which may result in delays in realising investments. Lack of liquidity and 
efficiency in certain of the stock markets or foreign exchange markets in certain emerging markets may mean that from 
time to time the Investment Manager may experience more difficulty in purchasing or selling holdings of securities than 
it would in a more developed market.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
16.      Financial Instruments and Associated Risks (continued) 
Fair Value of Financial Assets and Financial Liabilities 
All of the Company’s financial instruments are carried at fair value on the Statement of Financial Position. Usually the fair 
value of the financial instrument can be reliably determined within a reasonable range of estimates. For certain other financial 
instruments, including amounts receivable for investments sold/payable for investments purchased, accounts payable and 
accrued expenses, the carrying amounts approximate fair value due to the immediate or short-term nature of these financial 
instruments. The carrying amounts of all the Company’s financial assets and financial liabilities at the Statement of Financial 
Position date approximated their fair values. The major methods and assumptions used in deriving fair values are disclosed 
in Note 2(iii). In practice, actual amounts may differ from these amounts and these differences could be material.  
 
17.      Share Capital 
Capital Requirements  
The Company is an externally-managed investment company. The Company is required to have share capital of at least 
EUR125,000 at all times. The Company will seek to ensure that this minimum capital requirement is maintained at all 
times on an ongoing basis. 
 
Shares in issue 
The Company has an authorised share capital of US$60,000 divided into 60,000 subscriber shares of US$1 each and 
5,000,000,000 shares of no par value. Subscriber shares do not entitle the holders to any dividend and on winding up 
entitle the holder to receive the amount paid up thereon but not otherwise to participate in the assets of the Company. 
 
The subscriber share capital does not form part of shareholders’ Fund, and is disclosed in the financial statements by way 
of this note only. In the opinion of the Directors, this disclosure reflects the nature of the Company’s business as an in-
vestment fund. Currently there are seven subscriber shares in issue (fully paid up for cash at par) held in a nominee capacity 
on behalf of the Investment Manager. 
 
Redeemable Participating Shares 
The Company has an authorised share capital of 5,000,000,000 participating shares of no par value. 
 
Redeemable participating shares carry the right to a proportionate share in the assets of the Fund and to any dividends 
that may be declared. The holders of redeemable participating shares are entitled to one vote per share at a poll. In the 
event of the winding up of the Company, the holder is entitled to the net asset value of shares held as at the date of the 
commencement of the winding up. Redeemable participating shares represent financial liabilities as defined under IAS 32 
“Financial Instruments: Disclosure and Presentation”. 
 
The issued redeemable participating share capital was as follows: 
 
31 January 2025                                                                       US$            US$                 SGD                     £ 
EWF                                                                            Institutional      Retail A     Institutional     Institutional 
As at 31 January 2024                                                                762,285        138,396                       11             139,661 
Shares issued during the financial year                                            2,753                   -                          -                        - 
Shares redeemed during the financial year                                 (158,225)       (11,143)                        -                  (160) 
As at 31 January 2025                                                                606,813        127,253                       11             139,501 

 
31 January 2024                                                US$                US$            US$                 SGD                     £ 
EWF                                                     Institutional          Retail A      Retail B     Institutional     Institutional 
As at 31 January 2023                                    1,222,910            149,825               841                       11             138,315 
Shares issued during the financial year                 11,755                       -                    -                          -                 1,346 
Shares redeemed during the financial year        (472,380)           (11,429)            (841)                        -                        - 
As at 31 January 2024                                       762,285            138,396                   -                       11             139,661 
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
18.      Taxation 
The Company is an investment undertaking as defined in Section 739B of the Taxes Consolidation Act, 1997, as amended. 
The Company will not be liable to tax in respect of its income and gains other than on the occurrence of a chargeable 
event. Generally a chargeable event arises on any distribution, redemption, repurchase, cancellation or transfer of shares 
on the ending of a “relevant period”, a “relevant period” being an eight year period beginning with the acquisition of 
shares by the shareholder, and each subsequent period of eight years being immediately after the preceding relevant period.  
 
A gain on a chargeable event does not arise in respect of: 
(i)       a shareholder who is not an Irish resident and not ordinarily resident in Ireland at the time of the chargeable event,
          provided the necessary signed statutory declaration is held by the Company; or 
(ii)      certain exempted Irish resident investors who have provided the Company with the necessary signed statutory 
          declarations; or 
(iii)     any transaction in relation to shares held in a recognised clearing system as designated by the order of the Irish 
          Revenue Commissioners; or 
(iv)     a shareholder who is not an Irish resident and not ordinarily resident in Ireland at the time of the chargeable event, 
          provided the necessary signed statutory declaration is held by the Company; or 
(v)      certain exempted Irish resident investors who have provided the Company with the necessary signed statutory 
          declarations; or 
(vi)     any transaction in relation to shares held in a recognised clearing system as designated by the order of the Irish 
          Revenue Commissioners; or 
(vii)    certain transfers between spouses and former spouses, on the occasion of judicial separation and/or divorce; or 
(viii)   an exchange of shares arising on a qualifying amalgamation or reconstruction of the Company with another fund; or  
(ix)     an exchange of shares representing one Fund for another Fund of the Company. 
 
In the absence of an appropriate declaration, the Company will be liable to Irish tax on the occurrence of a chargeable 
event, and the Company reserves the right to withhold such taxes from the relevant shareholders. 
 
There were no chargeable events during the current or prior financial year. 
 
Dividends, interest and capital gains (if any) received by the Company may be subject to withholding taxes imposed by 
the country of origin and such taxes may not be recoverable by the Company or its shareholders. These dividends, interest 
and capital gains are shown gross in the Statement of Comprehensive Income with withholding tax shown as a separate 
line item. 
 
19.      Related Parties and Connected Persons 
(a)       Related Parties 
          All transactions between the related parties were conducted at arm’s length as summarised below.  
 
          In the opinion of the Board of Directors, the Investment Manager is deemed a related party of the Company under 
          IAS 24 “Related Parties Disclosures”. Investment management fees charged during the financial year are included 
          in the Statement of Comprehensive Income and the balance outstanding as at financial year end is detailed in Note 
          5 of the financial statements.  
 
          Josephine Kitcher and Christopher Weaver, Directors of the Company, are employees of the Investment Manager 
          and have waived their right to receive Directors’ fees. Mark Dwyer, whom resigned as Director of the Company, 
          effective 5 March 2024, and a former employee of the Investment Manager, also waived his right to receive a 
          Director's fee.
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 

19.      Related Parties and Connected Persons (continued) 
(a)       Related Parties (continued) 
          Patricia Taylor, a Director of the Company and a Consultant with William Fry solicitors, who provide legal services  

          to the Company. Legal services fees of US$23,194 (31 January 2024: US$36,700) were paid to William Fry during  

          the financial year, which are included in legal fees in Note 13; and legal services fees payable to William Fry at the 

          financial year end date amounted to US$NIL (31 January 2024: US$6,600) which are included in “Sundry 

          payables” in Note 5. 
 

          Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited, as Manager is considered a related party to the Company as it is 

          considered to have significant influence over the company in it’s role as Manager. Manager fees charged during the 

          financial year are included in Statement of Comprehensive Income and the balance outstanding as at financial year 

          end is detailed in Note 5 of the financial statements. 
 

          Carne Global Financial Services Limited, the parent company of the Manager, earned fees amounting to US$34,640 

          during the financial year (31 January 2024: US$38,291) in respect of other fund governance services (company 

          secretarial, risk reporting and MLRO service) to the Company, of which US$NIL was outstanding as at 31 January  

          2025 (31 January 2024: US$5,144 ). 
 

          The Board of Directors is not aware of cross shareholdings between the Fund and the underlying funds in which 

          they invest. 
 

          City of London Investment Group plc, of which the Investment Manager is a wholly-owned subsidiary, had the 

          following holdings in the Fund: 

                                                                               No. of shares % holding 

31 January 2025 
          SGD Institutional                                                                                                                    11                100% 
 

         31 January 2024                                                                     
          SGD Institutional                                                                                                                    11                100% 
 

          Mark Dwyer, whom resigned as Director of the Company, effective 5 March 2024, holds 401 shares in the 

          £ Institutional Class of the Fund (31 January 2024: 401); and Christopher Weaver, a Director of the Company, 

          holds 292 shares in the US$ Institutional Class of the Fund (31 January 2024: 292). 
 

          There were no other related party transactions during the financial year or related party balances at the financial 

          year end other than those disclosed above. 
 

(b)       Connected Person Transactions 
          Regulation 43(1) of the UCITS Regulations “Restrictions on transactions with connected persons” states that “A 

          responsible person shall ensure that any transaction between a UCITS and a connected person is conducted a) at 

          arm’s length; and b) in the best interest of the unit-holders of the UCITS”.  
 

          As required under UCITS Regulation 81.4, the Directors of the Manager (the Responsible Person) are satisfied 

          that there are in place arrangements, evidenced by written procedures, to ensure that the obligations that are 

          prescribed by Regulation 43(1) are applied to all transactions with a connected persons; and all transactions with a

          connected persons that were entered into during the financial period to which the report relates complied with the 

          obligations that are prescribed by Regulation 43(1).
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Notes forming part of the Financial Statements (continued) 
 
20.      Soft Commission Arrangements 
There were no soft commission arrangements entered into during the current or prior financial year. 
 
21.      Stock Lending 
The Company did not engage in any agreement to lend securities in its portfolio in exchange for a fixed rate of interest. 
 
22.      Contingent Liabilities 
There were no contingent liabilities as at 31 January 2025 and 31 January 2024. 
 
23.      Significant Events During the Financial Year 
Mark Dwyer resigned as a Director of the Company, effective 5 March 2024. 
 
There were no other significant events affecting the Company during the financial year. 
 
24.      Subsequent Events 
April 2 2025 saw President Trump’s Liberation Day reciprocal tariffs announced. It was widely expected that the US 
would introduce tariffs of some form, but the size, breadth, and basis of calculation for the tariffs was more severe than 
most expectations. The prospect of potentially slower economic growth and higher inflation, coupled with questions being 
raised over the future of long-held trade and geopolitical partnerships led to an increase in global equity market volatility. 
This volatility was exacerbated by a fast moving news cycle and the possibility of both retaliatory action against the US, 
potentially leading to a global trade war, and talk of trade deals being made. 
 
There were no other subsequent events affecting the Company since the financial year date that require amendment to or 
disclosure in the financial statements. 
 
25.      Approval of Financial Statements 
The financial statements were approved by the Directors on 13 May 2025.
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Portfolio Statement (Unaudited) as at 31 January 2025 
EWF 
                                                                                                Nominal       Functional       Fair Value        Total Net 
Transferable securities                                                                  Holding         Currency                US$         Assets % 
Asia (31 January 2024: 48.24%) 
Abrdn Asia Focus Plc                                                              1,083,293                 GBP         4,011,216                  4.39 
Abrdn Asian Income Fund Ltd.                                                 539,286                 GBP         1,521,104                  1.67 
Abrdn New India Investment Trust Plc                                      185,735                 GBP         1,767,813                  1.94 
Asia Dragon Trust Plc                                                             1,217,752                 GBP         6,415,619                  7.02 
Icapital.biz Berhad                                                                  1,499,400                MYR            901,490                  0.99 
INVESCO Asia Trust Plc                                                          498,464                 GBP         2,118,233                  2.32 
iShares MSCI Korea UCITS ETF                                                53,677                 USD         2,050,864                  2.25 
iShares MSCI Taiwan UCITS ETF                                              25,710                 USD         2,382,417                  2.61 
JPMorgan Indian Investment Trust Plc                                      287,614                 GBP         3,659,518                  4.01 
Korea Fund Inc.                                                                           43,729                 USD            858,400                  0.94 
LG Chem Ltd.                                                                               2,311               KRW            377,744                  0.41 
LG Corp                                                                                        8,412               KRW            433,626                  0.47 
Samsung C&T Corp                                                                    26,557               KRW         2,191,454                  2.40 
Schroder AsiaPacific Fund Plc                                                    610,247                 GBP         4,117,365                  4.51 
Scottish Oriental Smaller Companies Trust Plc                            48,710                 GBP            886,686                  0.97 
SK Inc.                                                                                          4,598               KRW            468,661                  0.51 
Taiwan Fund Inc.                                                                       135,465                 USD         5,237,524                  5.73 
Vietnam Enterprise Investments Ltd.                                         186,923                 GBP         1,407,503                  1.54 
VinaCapital Vietnam Opportunity Fund Ltd.                            349,219                 GBP         2,032,925                  2.23 
                                                                                                                                            42,840,162               46.91 
 
Europe (31 January 2024: 3.26%) 
Barings Emerging EMEA Opportunities Plc                              118,801                 GBP            959,505                  1.05 
Hansa Investment Co. Ltd.                                                        172,526                 GBP            480,194                  0.53 
                                                                                                                                                1,439,699                 1.58 
 
Global Emerging Markets (31 January 2024: 30.69%) 
Abrdn Emerging Markets Equity Income Fund Inc.                  952,294                 USD         5,085,250                  5.57 
BlackRock Frontiers Investment Trust Plc                                 489,325                 GBP            951,537                  1.04 
Fidelity Emerging Markets Ltd.                                                 332,431                 GBP         2,948,024                  3.23 
JPMorgan Emerging Markets Investment Trust Plc                3,909,846                 GBP         5,489,742                  6.01 
JPMorgan Global Emerging Markets Income Trust Plc              368,380                 GBP            624,802                  0.68 
Mobius Investment Trust Plc                                                     422,652                 GBP            774,620                  0.85 
Templeton Emerging Markets Fund                                          164,940                 USD         2,023,814                  2.22 
Templeton Emerging Markets Investment Trust Plc                3,848,230                 GBP         8,167,004                  8.94 
Utilico Emerging Markets Trust Plc                                        1,275,511                 GBP         3,375,808                  3.70 
                                                                                                                                             29,440,601               32.24 
 
Hong Kong/China (31 January 2024: 9.60%) 
Baillie Gifford China Growth Trust Plc                                      346,980                 GBP         1,000,245                  1.09 
Fidelity China Special Situations Plc                                        1,561,999                 GBP         4,531,912                  4.96 
JPMorgan China Growth & Income                                          496,547                 GBP         1,431,404                  1.57 
Morgan Stanley China A Share Fund Inc.                                  172,355                 USD         2,159,608                  2.36 
Prosus NV                                                                                   35,348                 EUR         1,358,868                  1.49 
Templeton Dragon Fund Inc.                                                    270,994                 USD         2,371,197                  2.60 
                                                                                                                                             12,853,234               14.07
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Portfolio Statement (Unaudited) as at 31 January 2025 (continued) 
EWF (conrinued) 
                                                                                                Nominal       Functional       Fair Value        Total Net 
Transferable securities (continued)                                                 Holding         Currency                US$         Assets % 
Latin America (31 January 2024: 4.05%) 
BlackRock Latin American Investment Trust Plc                       139,945                 GBP            530,360                  0.58 
Grupo Mexico SAB de CV                                                           60,399                MXN            295,971                  0.32 
Mexico Fund Inc.                                                                         93,011                 USD         1,256,579                  1.38 
Ocean Wilsons Holdings Ltd.                                                      77,249                 GBP         1,262,213                  1.38 
                                                                                                                                               3,345,123                  3.66 
 
Middle East and Africa (31 January 2024: 3.61%) 
Gulf Investment Fund Plc^                                                      512,803                 USD            292,605                  0.32 
iShares MSCI Saudi Arabia Capped UCITS ETF                         34,180                 USD            224,221                  0.24 
                                                                                                                                                  516,826                  0.56 
 
Total transferable securities (31 January 2024: 99.45%)                                                90,435,645                99.02 
Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss                                                            90,435,645                99.02 
Other net current assets                                                                                                              892,417                  0.98 
Total net assets                                                                                                                     91,328,062              100.00 
 
^In liquidation. 

Total Assets % 
Analysis of Total Assets  
Transferable securities admitted to an official stock exchange listing                                                                        98.87 
Deposits                                                                                                                                                                    0.79 
Current assets                                                                                                                                                            0.34 
Total assets                                                                                                                                                          100.00 
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Significant Portfolio Movements for the financial year ended 31 January 2025 (unaudited) 

EWF 
In accordance with the Central Bank UCITS Regulations, a statement of the largest changes in the composition of 
the Portfolio Statement during the financial year is provided to ensure that the shareholders can identify changes in the 
investments held by the Fund. These statements present the aggregate purchases and sales of an investment, exceeding 1% 
of the total value of purchases and sales for the financial year. At a minimum, the largest twenty purchases and sales are 
listed. If a Fund enters into less than twenty purchases or sales during the financial year, then all transactions are presented. 
 
Major Purchases                                                   Cost     Major Sales                                                    Proceeds 

                                                      US$ ’000                                                                          US$ ’000 

iShares MSCI Korea UCITS ETF                      4,020,556     Templeton Emerging Markets Inv. Trust Plc     2,370,971 

iShares MSCI Taiwan UCITS ETF                    2,625,219     iShares MSCI Taiwan UCITS ETF                    2,248,232 

JPMorgan Chinese Investment Trust Plc            1,425,094     Samsung C&T Corp                                          1,907,498 

Baillie Gifford China Growth Trust Plc              1,026,162     iShares MSCI Saudi Arabia Capped UCITS ETF  1,879,327 

Fidelity China Special Situations Plc                     981,463     Fidelity Emerging Markets Ltd.                         1,774,158 

Grupo Mexico SAB de CV                                    868,639     Fidelity China Special Situations Plc                  1,691,215 

Abrdn Emerging Markets Equity Income Fund Inc. 861,692     iShares MSCI Korea UCITS ETF                      1,681,972 

LG Chem Ltd.                                                      549,602     Morgan Stanley India Investment Fund Inc.      1,344,006 

Mobius Investment Trust Plc                                541,576     JPMorgan Indian Investment Trust Plc              1,113,511 

Samsung C&T Corp                                             497,498     Prosus NV                                                         1,065,333 

SK Inc.                                                              483,846     Morgan Stanley China A Share Fund Inc.          1,004,710 

Templeton Emerging Markets Fund                     419,186     JPMorgan Emerging Markets Inv. Trust Plc         981,948 

Abrdn New India Investment Trust Plc                 401,744     Schroder AsiaPacific Fund Plc                               980,190 

Templeton Emerging Markets Inv. Trust Plc        353,738     LG Corp                                                               906,163 

Schroder AsiaPacific Fund Plc                               352,275     Icapital.biz Berhad                                                832,615 

JPMorgan Global Emerging Mkts Income Trust Plc 348,641     Abrdn China Investment Co.                                799,978 

JPMorgan Emerging Markets Investment Trust Plc  322,347     Fundsmith Emerging Equities Trust Plc               776,234 

BlackRock Frontiers Investment Trust Plc            287,753     Edinburgh Dragon Trust Plc                                 707,900 

Templeton Dragon Fund Inc.                               257,967     VinaCapital Vietnam Opportunity Fund Ltd.       706,113 

Mexico Fund Inc.                                                  250,934     Taiwan Fund Inc.                                                  690,839 

                                                                               Korea Fund Inc.                                                    606,389 

                                                                               Grupo Mexico SAB de CV                                    567,167 

                                                                               Abrdn Emerging Markets Equity Income Fund Inc. 432,037 

                                                                               Utilico Emerging Markets Trust Plc                      375,284 

                                                                               Abrdn Asia Focus Plc                                            315,329 
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Supplemental Unaudited Information 
 

(i)        Other Fees and Expenses 
Other fees and operating expenses are detailed in the Company’s prospectus.  

 

The total expenses are disclosed in the Statement of Comprehensive Income. 

 

The Total Expense Ratio (“TER”) is determined by assessing the total operating costs per share class to the average share 

class net asset value. The TER for the financial year was as follows: 

                                                                                                                  31 January 2025       31 January 2024 

EWF 

Investment Management Fee Ratio: 

          US$ Institutional Class                                                                                              0.95%                         0.95% 

          US$ Retail A Class                                                                                                    1.45%                         1.45% 

          SGD Institutional Class                                                                                             0.95%                         0.95% 

          £ Institutional Class                                                                                                   0.95%                         0.95% 

 

Other Expenses Ratio: 

          US$ Institutional Class                                                                                              0.45%                         0.38% 

          US$ Retail A Class                                                                                                    0.45%                         0.38% 

          SGD Institutional Class                                                                                             0.45%                         0.38% 

          £ Institutional Class                                                                                                   0.45%                         0.38% 

 

Total Expenses Ratio: 

          US$ Institutional Class                                                                                              1.40%                         1.33% 

          US$ Retail A Class                                                                                                    1.90%                         1.83% 

          SGD Institutional Class                                                                                             1.40%                         1.33% 

          £ Institutional Class                                                                                                   1.40%                         1.33% 

 

(ii)       Investment Risks 
Investors should note the risk factors set out in the prospectus in addition to those set out below. 

 

Investors should note that investments in closed-ended schemes may be acquired at a significant discount or premium to 

the relevant net asset value of the scheme. Generally, it is not the policy of the Fund to invest in units which are at a 

premium to their relevant net asset value. 

 

The investment policies of certain securities may permit them to gain exposure to the underlying markets using derivative 

instruments issued by third parties. Such securities will be subject to counterparty risk associated with those issuers and 

may suffer losses, potentially equivalent to the full value of the derivative instrument, if any issuer fails to perform its 

obligations under such derivative contract.  

 

The Investment Manager does not use currency hedging. The value of any share expressed in its class currency is subject 

to exchange rate risk in relation to the base currency of the Fund, being U.S. Dollar.
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Supplemental Unaudited Information (continued) 
 
(iii)      Exchange Rates 
The following financial year end exchange rates against the U.S. Dollar were used in the preparation of these financial 
statements: 
                                                                                                   31 January 2025                    31 January 2024 
British Pound                                                                                                      0.8048                                      0.7853 
Canadian Dollar                                                                                                  1.4483                                      1.3361 
Euro                                                                                                                    0.9620                                      0.9206 
Malaysian Ringgit                                                                                               4.4575                                      4.7300 
Mexican Peso                                                                                                    20.6418                                    17.1755 
Singapore Dollar                                                                                                 1.3553                                      1.3364 
South African Rand                                                                                           18.6700                                    18.5988 
South Korean Won                                                                                      1,453.0000                               1,334.6500 
Swiss Franc                                                                                                         0.9081                                      0.8579 
Taiwan Dollar                                                                                                   32.7280                                    31.2995 
 
(iv) Net Asset Value 

Total net asset value Net asset value per share 
US$ US$ US$ SGD £ 

EWF                                      US$         Institutional          Retail A       Retail B^   Institutional    Institutional 
31 January 2025             91,328,062                   106.28                94.34                        -              143.93                85.54 
31 January 2024             98,337,779                     95.90                85.55                        -              128.03                75.31 
31 January 2023           146,998,793                     98.24                88.09                78.34              129.09                79.81  
 
^The Retail B Share Class closed on 8th August, 2023. 

 
(v)       UK Reporting Fund Status  
EWF has been approved as a Reporting Fund by HM Revenue and Customs under the provisions of the Offshore (Tax) 
Regulations 2009 and the Company has committed to seek to maintain Reporting Fund status in respect of those funds 
through to at least 31 January 2025. 
 
As a Reporting Fund for UK tax purposes, the Fund is required to report its Reported Income within six months of the 
end of the accounts financial year. The Fund intends to publish the relevant shareholder information, as required by HM 
Revenue & Customs under the provisions of The Offshore Funds (Tax) Regulations 2009, at the web address 
www.citlon.com on an annual basis within six months of the Company’s financial year end, being 31 July. A hard copy of 
the Reported Statement of Compressive Income may be obtained from the Investment Manager at the address on page 1 
of this report.



UCITS V Remuneration Policy (Unaudited) 
 

The World Markets Umbrella Fund PLC (the “Company”) 
Remuneration Policy (the “Policy”) of Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited 
The European Union Directive 2014/91/EU as implemented in Ireland by S.I. No. 143/2016 - European Union 

(Undertakings for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities) (Amendment) Regulations 2016, requires management 

companies to establish and apply remuneration policies and practices that promote sound and effective risk management, 

and do not encourage risk taking which is inconsistent with the risk profile of the UCITS.  

 

To that effect, Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited (“the Manager”), has implemented a remuneration policy 

that applies to all UCITS for which the Manager acts as manager (the “Remuneration Policy”) and covers all staff whose 

professional activities have a material impact on the risk profile of the Manager or the UCITS it manages (“Identified Staff 

of the Manager”). The Remuneration Policy also applies to all alternative investment funds for which the Manager acts as 

alternative investment fund manager. In accordance with the Remuneration Policy, all remuneration paid to Identified 

Staff of the Manager can be divided into: 

 

•        Fixed remuneration (payments or benefits without consideration of any performance criteria); and 

•        Variable remuneration (additional payments or benefits depending on performance or, in certain cases, other 

          contractual criteria) which is not based on the performance of the UCITS. 

 

The Manager has designated the following persons as Identified Staff of the Manager: 

 

1.       The Designated Persons; 

2.       Each of the Manager’s directors; 

3.       Head of Compliance; 

4.       Risk Officer;  

5.       Head of Anti-Money Laundering and Counter Terrorist Financing Compliance 

6.       Money Laundering Reporting Officer;  

7.       Chief Executive Officer; 

8.       Chief Operating Officer;  

9.       Chief Information Officer; 

10.     All members of the Investment Committee; 

11.     All members of the Risk Committee and 

12.     All members of the Valuation Committee.  

 

The Manager has a business model, policies, and procedures which by their nature do not promote excessive risk taking 

and take account of the nature, scale, and complexity of the Manager and the UCITS. The Remuneration Policy is designed 

to discourage risk taking that is inconsistent with the risk profile of the UCITS and the Manager is not incentivised or 

rewarded for taking excessive risk. 

 

The Manager has determined not to constitute a separate remuneration committee and for remuneration matters to be 

determined through the Manager’s Compliance and AML Committee, a Committee of the Manager’s Board.  

 

The Manager’s Compliance and AML Committee is responsible for the ongoing implementation of the Manager’s 

remuneration matters and will assess, oversee, and review the remuneration arrangements of the Manager as well as that 

of the delegates as relevant, in line with the provisions of the applicable remuneration requirements.
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UCITS V Remuneration Policy (Unaudited) (continued) 
 
The World Markets Umbrella Fund PLC (the “Company”) (continued) 
Remuneration Policy (the “Policy”) of Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited (continued) 
The Manager employs the majority of staff directly. The Manager’s parent company is Carne Global Financial Services 
Limited (“Carne”).  In addition, Carne also operates through a shared services organisational model which provides that 
Carne employs a number of staff and further enters into inter-group agreements with other Carne Group entities to ensure 
such entities are resourced appropriately. As at 31 December 2024, 10 of the Identified Staff are employed directly by the 
Manager. The remainder of the Identified Staff are employees of Carne, or employees of another entity within the Carne 
Group, and are remunerated directly based on their contribution to Carne Group as a whole. In return for the services of 
each of the Carne Identified Staff, the Manager pays an annual staff recharge to Carne (the “Staff Recharge”).  
 
The independent non-executive directors are paid a fixed remuneration. The Other Identified Staff members’ remuneration 
is linked to their overall individual contribution to the Manager or the Carne Group, with reference to both financial 
and non-financial criteria and not directly linked to the performance of specific business units or targets reached or the 
performance of the UCITS.  
 
The aggregate of the total Staff Recharge, remuneration of the directly employed identified staff of the Manager and the 
remuneration of the independent non-executive directors for the year ended 31 December 2024 is €2,553,588 paid to 22 
Identified Staff  for the year ended 31 December 2024. 
 
The Manager has also determined that, on the basis of number of sub-funds / net asset value of the UCITS relative to the 
number of sub-funds / assets under management, the portion of this figure attributable to the UCITS is EUR €1,988. 
 
i This number represents the number of Identified Staff as at 31 December 2024.



Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (Unaudited) 
 
The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc (the “Company”) 
The investments underlying this financial product do not take into account the EU criteria for environmentally sustainable 
economic activities.
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CITY OF LONDON
Investment Management Company Limited

Important Notice 
 
The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc (“the Company”) is an open-ended investment company with variable capital with 
segregated liability between sub-funds, incorporated with limited liability under the laws of Ireland, authorised and 
supervised by the Central Bank of Ireland as a UCITS fund. Registered address: 3rd Floor, 55 Charlemont Place, Dublin 
2, D02 F985, Ireland. The Company is a recognised scheme under Section 264 of the Financial Services and Markets Act 
2000 of the United Kingdom. 
 
All reasonable care has been taken in the preparation of this information. No responsibility can be accepted under any 
circumstances for errors of fact or omission. This material is for information only and does not constitute a solicitation or 
offer to any person to buy or sell any related securities or financial instruments, or to provide investment advice or services. 
Tax treatment depends on personal circumstances and may change. This document is not advice on legal, taxation or 
investment matters so investors must rely on their own examination of such matters or seek advice.  The value of investments 
can fall as well as rise and investors might not get back the sum originally invested. Past performance is no guarantee of 
future results. 
 
Shares in the sub-funds of The World Markets Umbrella Fund plc are not available for sale in any jurisdiction in which 
such sale would be prohibited.

Manager 
Carne Global Fund Managers (Ireland) Limited 
3rd Floor 
55 Charlemont Place 
Dublin 2 
D02 F985 
Ireland 
 
Dealing/Settlement/Administration Enquiries 
BNY Mellon Fund Services (Ireland) Designated Activity Company 
Phone: +353 1 448 5033 
Fax: +353 1 642 8804 
 
Investment Manager 
City of London Investment Management Company Limited 
77 Gracechurch Street 
London 
EC3V 0AS 
 
Website 
http://www.citlon.com/ucits-overview


